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Aping Mankind  NEW 
Neuromania, Darwinitis and the Misrepresentation of Humanity

Raymond Tallis

“A splendid book. Tallis is right to say that current attempts to explain major elements of human life by brain-talk 
are fearfully misguided. Tallis is exceptional in having both the philosophical grasp to understand what is wrong 
here and the scientifi c knowledge to expose it fully. He documents the gravity of this menace in a clear, vigorous 
style, with real fi re, venom and humour.” Mary Midgley

“A wonderful book and an important book, one that all neuroscientists should read. Tallis’s fearless criticism of 
the work of some distinguished contemporary academics and scientists and the rather ludicrous experimental 
paradigms of fMRI work needs to be made.” Simon Shorvon ucl institute of neurology

In a devastating critique Raymond Tallis ex poses the exaggerated claims made for the ability of neuro-
science and evolutionary theory to explain human consciousness, behaviour, culture and society and 
shows that human beings are infi nitely more interesting and complex than they appear in the mirror 
of biologism. Tallis argues that the rise of biologism is a matter of profound concern. He demonstrates 
that by denying human uniqueness, and minimizing the diff erences between humans and their nearest 
animal kin, biologism misrepresents what we are, off ering a grotesquely simplifi ed and even degrading 
account of humanity, which has dire consequences: by seeing ourselves as animals we may fi nd rea sons 
for treating each other like them. 
June 2011  416 pages HB £25.00 978-1-84465-272-3

The Philosophy 
of Wine
A Case of Truth, Beauty 

and Intoxication

Cain Todd 

LANCASTER UNIVERSITY

“A pioneering study of the concept of taste as applied 
to wine, and a serious attempt to make sense of one 
of the most peculiar forms of criticism currently exer-
cised. It is a skilful bid to rescue wine from the gluttons 
and to save it for the aesthetes, and all true lovers of 
wine will be greatly stimulated by its arguments and 
examples.” Roger Scruton

“Winemakers usually work with an aim in mind and 
know when they succeed or fail. Gaining an under-
standing of that aim helps us to recognise and celebrate 
great wines for the achievements that they are. Cain 
Todd’s book helps us get there, and off ers gentle philo-
sophical lessons along the way.” new statesman

Does this Bonnes-Mares really have notes of 
chocolate, truffl  e, violets, and merde de cheval? 
Can wines really be feminine, profound, preten-
tious, or cheeky? Do the judgements of “experts” 
have any objective validity, or is everyone’s palate 
diff erent and the advice of wine critics irrelevant? 
Questions like these have entertained anyone who 
has ever puzzled over the tasting notes of a wine 
writer, or been baffl  ed by the response of a som-
melier to an innocent question. Cain Todd shows 
that it’s no surprise these questions are bewil-
dering for they also raise fascinating and deep 
philosophical issues about the nature of sense 
perception, knowledge, beauty and meaning. In 
a lively and engaging discussion of the philo-
sophical signifi cance of wine, Todd brings a much 
needed clarity to bear on commonplace confu-
sions about wine characteristics and the nature of 
expertise while championing the objectivity and 
seriousness of our appreciation of wine. 
2010  224 pages HB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 250- 1

Heretics

Heretics can be the most profound thinkers. They engage with a tradition of thought or the received 
wisdom and, fi nding it wanting, seek not to dismiss it but to reform or reinterpret it. The books in this 
series seek to engage with various traditions in science, philosophy and religion in order to highlight 
where the authors believe something has gone wrong, and to explore the ways in which they believe 
things can be signifi cantly improved.

Credo  NEW 

Mary Warnock

Much of Mary Warnock’s published work has focused on particular ethical 
problems – from issues in medicine to the place of religion in politics – but 
here she writes for the fi rst time about her own personal convictions. As an 
active, independently minded participant in British politics and as a philoso-
pher at the centre of the subject for half a century, she has seen fashions come 
and go, and now in her eighties she is ready to articulate and defend what she 
believes of life and the religious. Th e human imagination, she argues, makes 

it possible for us to catch glimpses of things other than what is before our eyes. For some this is reli-
gion. For others, including herself, it is the symbolic or the aesthetic – music and art – that takes the 
imagination near to religious ideas. As a humanist who values religion for its unique contribution to 
human society, she off ers a thought-provoking and deeply felt contribution to debates about personal 
well-being.
October 2011  224 pages  PB £12.99 978-1-84465-295-2

Heretics

The Solitary Self
Darwin and the Selfi sh Gene

Mary Midgley

"Midgley's bracing polemic is highly readable and persuasive."  
 Anthony Kenny the tablet

In Th e Solitary Self, renowned philosopher Mary Midgley explores the nature 
of our moral constitution to challenge the view that reduces human motiva-
tion to self-interest. Midgley argues cogently and convincingly that simple, 
one-sided accounts of human motives, such as the “selfi sh gene” tendency 

in recent neo-Darwinian thought, may be illuminating but are always unrealistic. Such neatness, 
she shows, cannot be imposed on human psychology. Th e Solitary Self is a signifi cant re-reading of 
Darwin and an important corrective to recent work in evolutionary science, which has wide implica-
tions for debates in science, religion, psychology and ethics. 
2010  160 pages  PB £12.99 978-1-84465-253-2

Heretics
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The Art of Living

“Acumen’s Th e Art of Living series is leading the way 
in bringing philosophy to the wisdom- seeking masses.”  
 financial times

“Th e challenge for those who champion philosophy’s 
usefulness is to show how it can fi t with the rest of life, 
not stand as master over it. Th e Art of Living series 
rises to this challenge.” the guardian

From Plato to Bertrand Russell, philosophers have 
engaged wide audiences on matters of life and 
death. The Art of Living series aims to open up 
philosophy’s riches to a wider public once again. 
Taking its lead from the concerns of the ancient 
Greek philosophers, the series asks the question 
“How should we live?”

GENERAL INTEREST

Hope  NEW 

Stan van Hooft DEAKIN UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

From the iconic Barack Obama “Hope” poster of the 2008 presiden tial campaign 
to the pit-head “Camp Hope” of the families of the trapped Chilean miners, 
the language of hope can be hugely powerful as it draws on resources that are 
uniquely human and universal. We are beings who hope. But what does that say 
about us? What is hope and what role does it play in our lives? In his fascinating 
and thought-provoking investigation into the meaning of hope, Stan van Hooft  
shows that hope is a fundamental structure of the way we live our lives. It shapes 
how we view ourselves and the world in which we live. Whether we hope for a life 

aft er death or for good weather tomorrow – whether our hopes are grand or humble – hoping is part of 
our outlook on life. What we hope for defi nes who we are. 
May 2011  176 pages PB £9.99 978-1-84465-260-0

Commitment  NEW 

Piers Benn

Most of us care about certain people and things, and some of these concerns 
become personal commitments, involving our values, our relationships, our work 
and our religious or political stances. But what is commitment, and why should 
it matter? Is social commitment – for example, to the family – being eroded by 
individualism or ironic detachment? And how should we deal with the potential 
tension between devotion to a life- stance, and the doubts prompted by pursuit of 
rational integrity? In this work, Piers Benn delves into the relationship between 
commitment and meaningful life, and asks whether commitment must be based 

on truth to provide such meaning. He also explores obstacles to commitment such as boredom, sloth 
and indiff erence. Drawing on his own experience of dithering and procrastination, he suggests that 
a sceptical, cautious attitude to important matters can be both a virtue and a real obstacle to human 
fulfi lment.
October 2011  176 pages PB £9.99 978- 1- 84465- 231- 0

Forgiveness

Eve Garrard UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER 
and David McNaughton FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY, USA

“Superbly written. Th e issues are laid out with admira-
ble clarity and balance, and they kept my interest as if 
I were reading an exciting novel.”  
 Anthony Bash university of durham

Forgiveness is a much trumpeted virtue in our 
culture, but those who have suff ered seriously at 
the hands of others oft en and rightly feel that this 
boosterism about forgiveness is glib and facile. 
In this thought-provoking book, philosophers 
Eve Garrard and David McNaughton suggest that 
the whole debate suff ers from a crippling lack of 
clarity about what forgiveness really amounts to. 
Bringing their philosophical acumen to bear they 
show forgiveness to be a more diffi  cult, complex 
and troubling subject than many of its advocates 
suppose. 
2010  144 pages PB £9.99 978- 1- 84465- 226- 6

Distraction

Damon Young UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

“Th is warm and witty book does something wonderful: 
it brings the great ideas of philosophy into our lives. 
Young is a bright new voice.” John Armstrong

Damon Young explores distraction in our lives, 
and shows that distraction is not simply too many 
stimuli. Instead, it is a confusion about what to 
attend to and why. If we are “dying already”, as 
Heidegger cheerily put it, then we only have so 
many days to invest. To commit to this job, this 
spouse, this leisure, this gadget means withdraw-
ing time, energy and wherewithal from other 
possibilities. In an age of innumerable, intense 
diversions, Young argues, we need to be clearer 
than ever about what is important, and not be 
waylaid when seeking it. 
2010  184 pages PB £10.99 978- 1-84465- 254- 9

Science 

Steve Fuller UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

In this challenging and provocative book, Steve 
Fuller contends that our continuing faith in 
science in the face of its actual history is best 
understood as the secular residue of a religiously 
inspired belief in divine providence. Just as men 
once put their faith in God’s activity in the world, 
so we now travel to a land promised by science. 
Fuller suggests that the two destinations might be 
the same. Fearless and thought-provoking, Science 
questions some of our most fundamental beliefs 
about the nature and role of science, and is a dis-
tinct and important contribution to debates over 
evolution, intelligent design, atheism, humanism, 
the notion of scientifi c progress, and the public 
understanding of science.
2010  176 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 204- 4

Sport

Colin McGinn UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI, USA

“In consistently engaging and occasionally inspiring 
prose, McGinn chronicles his dogged mastery of waves, 
wind and even the ‘shivering vortex of malefaction’ 
that used to be his tennis serve, and there emerge some 
refreshingly weighted philosophical observations.” tls
2008  144 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 148- 1

Death

Todd May CLEMSON UNIVERSITY, USA

“Death exemplifi es how popular philosophy should 
be done. It is a thoughtful, engaging, and carefully 
written refl ection on the nature of death and what our 
response to it, as mortals who are aware that we will 
die, should be.” notre dame philosophical reviews

“Excellent. A fi ne example of what popular philosophy 
can be: wide- ranging and thought- provoking, in little 
more than 100 pages. May grasps the real paradox of 
mortality: that the fact of death imbues our life with 
passion and urgency, but it is that very passion for life 
that makes death tragic.” financial times
2009  128 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 164- 1

Money

Eric Lonergan

“Lonergan concludes that money would cause less 
damage if people did not think about it so much. With 
this slender but stimulating book, he provokes the 
opposite reaction.” the economist

Eric Lonergan explores our complex relation-
ship with money. In a provocative and insightful 
analysis, he argues that few things seem to matter 
more to us, but few things are as poorly under-
stood. He reveals the tension between money’s 
capacity to assist us in our lives and its propensity 
to cause instability and to distort our values.
2009  160 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 203- 7



3www.acumenpublishing.co.uk

Illness

Havi Carel UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST OF ENGLAND

SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2009 
WELLCOME TRUST BOOK PRIZE 

“One of the most profoundly moving (as well as aca-
demically worthwhile) books I have had the pleasure 
to read.” times higher

“A genuinely important philosophical work.”   
 Matthew Ratcliff e university of durham

What is illness? Is it a physiological dysfunction, 
a social label, or a way of experiencing the world? 
In this remarkable and thought- provoking book, 
Havi Carel explores these questions by weaving 
together the personal story of her own serious ill-
ness with insights and refl ections drawn from her 
work as a philosopher.
2008  160 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 152- 8

Faith

Theo Hobson

“Th e book exhibits the author’s usual qualities of 
forceful argument expressed with a conversational 
elegance.”  
 Diarmaid MacCulloch university of oxford

“With his fearlessness, his honesty about the intel-
lectual diffi  culties faith presents, his literary sensibili-
ties, and the liberty he takes in not feeling the need 
to defend every corner, Hobson has produced an 
informative, confi dent and original meditation on 
faith. A really refreshing read.” third way
2009  144 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 202- 0

Middle Age

Christopher Hamilton KING’S COLLEGE LONDON

“Th ere is much to provoke the reader’s refl ections, and 
a good deal of it is liable to make one feel uncomfort-
able … there is an admirable depth of self-exploration 
here, a relentless striving for honesty, and the eloquent 
expression of a sensibility that recognizes not only the 
crud and fi lth of human existence, but also its joys and 
delights.”  
international journal of philosophical studies

Christopher Hamilton explores the moods, emo-
tions and experiences of middle age, seeking to 
describe and analyse that period of life philo-
sophically. Drawing on the experience of his own 
epiphanic “mid- life crisis” as well as a range of 
writers, Hamilton presents a thought- provoking 
and candid analysis of the nature of middle age. 
2009  144 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 165- 8

Work

Lars Svendsen UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN, NORWAY

What we choose to do, day in day out, shapes 
our attitude to the world and to ourselves. In a 
fascinating narrative that takes us from Marx to 
“McJobs”, Fordism to “funsultants”, Lars Svendsen 
explores the part work plays in our search for a 
happy and fulfi lling life. He shows that the current 
generation’s expectation of work to be fulfi lling, 
fun and full of people we like is unrealistic and 
that it is a mistake to seek in work so much of the 
meaning we need in our lives.
2008  144 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 154- 2

Hunger

Raymond Tallis

“Sheds important light on an under-considered subject 
… the book appeals to a wide audience across many 
of the social sciences and humanities … an ideal 
jumping-off  point for future work, both in the realms 
of philosophy and psychology.”  
 british journal of psychology

Raymond Tallis explores our fascinating, mysteri-
ous and multi layered hungers, from the incidental 
pleasure of meeting our nutritional needs to the 
hunger for others – the need to be needed, the 
need to be admired – and the hunger for meaning 
and signifi cance. 
2008  176 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 155- 9

Me

Mel Thompson

“With this entry in Acumen’s diverting The Art of 
Living series, Th ompson tackles the enormous ques-
tion of what is a self. Th e self, he argues, is not a thing 
but a process, the process of the mind interacting with 
the world. It is a vivid and interesting image and 
Th ompson writes throughout with verve and amiabil-
ity.” the guardian
2009  144 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 166- 5

Fame

Mark Rowlands UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI, USA

“A persuasive account of the leading characteristics of 
contemporary fame, or rather its degenerate vari-
ant. Best of all, the book is refreshing in its analysis, 
bringing something diff erent and new to the diagnosis 
of the production and consumption of contemporary 
fame. It is in this respect, most of all, that it should be 
applauded.” european journal of communication
2008  136 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 157- 3

Pets

Erica Fudge MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY

“… demonstrates that the complex relations between 
people and animals may very well be integral to our 
understanding and appreciation of everyday life, and 
adds signifi cantly to existing accounts of the mutual 
constitution of people and animals. Pets invites schol-
ars to actively take up creative and ethical methods 
that both explicitly account for, and are accountable to, 
our others.”  
 international journal of cultural studies
2008  136 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 156- 6

Wellbeing

Mark Vernon

“Vernon’s book is a fi ne one. He has important things 
to say and he has thought hard about them.”  
 John Armstrong university of melbourne

In this absorbing book, Mark Vernon discov-
ers that happiness cannot be found by seeking it 
directly, but rather the crunch issue is our ability, 
or inability, to fi nd a sense of meaning or value 
that goes beyond everyday life. Th e search for 
transcendence, argues Vernon, is the greatest 
challenge of our day. 
2008  160 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 153- 5

Clothes

John Harvey UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Whether it is a pair of old jeans, a smart, job- 
clinching suit or the latest haute couture creation, 
we know that what we choose to wear each day 
is an important matter. In this fascinating book, 
John Harvey steals a look inside the modern- day 
wardrobe to reveal how, by being aware of the role 
clothes play in our lives, we can come to know 
and better understand who we are.
2008  144 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 150- 4

Deception

Ziyad Marar

“Marar takes it upon himself to fully explore our 
two- faced nature in his book, and very enjoyable this 
exploration is. Th is is no obscure philosophical tract, 
but an intelligently written essay on one of life’s more 
complex areas. Deception is an essential text if we 
are to disillusion ourselves that in our dealings with 
each other everything is as straightforward as it fi rst 
appears.” culture wars
2008  176 pages PB £10.99 978- 1- 84465- 151- 1

GENERAL INTEREST
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ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY AND CLASSICAL STUDIES

Ancient Philosophies

This series provides fresh and engaging new 
introductions to the major schools of philosophy 
of antiquity. Designed for students of philosophy 
and classics, the books off er clear and rigorous pres-
entation of core ideas and lay the foundation for a 
thorough understanding of their subjects. Primary 
texts are handled in translation and the readers are 
provided with useful glossaries, chronologies and 
guides to the primary source material.

Indian Buddhist Philosophy  NEW 

Amber Carpenter UNIVERSITY OF YORK

Organized in broadly chronological terms, this book presents the philosophical 
arguments of the great Indian Buddhist philosophers of the fi ft h century bce to 
the eighth century ce. Each chapter examines their core ethical, metaphysical and 
epistemological views as well as the distinctive area of Buddhist ethics that we 
call today moral psychology. Th roughout, the book follows three key themes that 
both tie the tradition together and are the focus for most critical dialogue: the 
idea of anātman or no-self, the appearance/reality distinction and the moral aim/
ideal. Indian Buddhist philosophy is shown to be a remarkably rich tradition that 

deserves much wider engagement from European philosophy. Carpenter shows that while we should 
recognize the diff erences and distances between Indian and European philosophy, its driving questions 
and key conceptions, we must resist the temptation to fi nd in Indian Buddhist philosophy, some Other, 
something foreign, self-contained and quite detached from anything familiar. Indian Buddhism is shown 
to be a way of looking at the world that shares many of the features of European philosophy and consid-
ers themes central to philosophy understood in the European tradition.
December 2011  256 pages HB £50.00 978-1-84465-297-6

 PB £16.99 978-1-84465-298-3

Confucianism  NEW 

Paul R. Goldin UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, USA

“Th e best introduction to classical Confucian philosophy currently available. It not only 
provides non-specialists with a highly informed introduction to the crucial classics of the 
Confucian tradition, but also a handy guide for scholars interested in the various views 
on Confucian philosophy that are currently discussed within the academic community.”  
 Hans-Georg Moeller university college cork

Th is book presents a concise, balanced overview of China’s oldest and most 
revered philosophy. In clear, straightforward language, Paul R. Goldin explores 
how Confucianism was conceived and moulded by its earliest masters, discusses 

its main tenets, and considers its history and relevance for the modern world. Goldin guides readers 
through the philosophies of the three major classical Confucians – Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi – as 
well as two short anonymous treatises, the “Great Learning” and the “Classic of Filial Piety”. He also dis-
cusses some of the main Neo-Confucian philosophers and outlines transformations that Confucianism 
has undergone in the past century. 
2010  176 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 177- 1

 PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 178- 8

Plato

Andrew S. Mason UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH

“Th e book is not only an introduction to some of 
Plato’s key ideas, but a model for the combination of 
scholarship, sensitive reading, and philosophical skill 
which introduces students to some of the skills required 
to read ancient philosophy. Th is is an introduction 
that makes you want to read Plato. If you are already 
familiar with him it will make you want to read Plato 
again and ask new questions generated by Mason’s 
overview. An excellent introduction.”  
 notre dame philosophical reviews

Andrew Mason’s lucid and engaging introduc-
tion draws on recent scholarship to off er a fresh 
general survey of Plato’s philosophy. Aware of 
the methodological challenges that confront any 
writer on Plato, Mason handles the issue of Plato’s 
intellectual development and relationship with 
Socrates with an assured grasp. Th ematically 
structured, the book begins with Plato’s principal 
contribution to metaphysics, the theory of Forms, 
before exploring his theory of knowledge, his 
ethical and political ideas, his theory of God and 
nature, the soul, and his aesthetics.
2010  232 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 173- 3

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 174- 0

The Ancient Commentators 
on Plato and Aristotle 

Miira Tuominen UNIVERSITY OF JYVÄSKYLÄ, FINLAND

“Th e book makes accessible fi ve centuries of philo-
sophical thinking, identifi es with crystal clarity the 
philosophical problems that concerned the commenta-
tors and discusses them with historical accuracy and 
philosophical sophistication. It will be indispensable to 
all students of ancient philosophy.”  
 George Karamanolis university of crete

“A welcome introduction to the ancient commentators 
that suits its intended student audience very well. A 
great starting-point to learn about the philosophical 
thought of late antiquity.”  
 Han Baltussen university of adelaide

Th is book provides the fi rst systematic introduc-
tion to the “philosophy” of the commentators: 
their way of doing philosophy and the kind of 
philosophical problems they found interesting. 
Tuominen shows how the commentary format 
was a vehicle for original philosophical theorizing 
and argues convincingly that the commentators 
should take their place alongside other phi-
losophers of antiquity in the history of western 
philosophy.
2009  336 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 162- 7

   PB £17.99 978- 1- 84465- 163- 4

Ancient Scepticism

Harald Thorsrud AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE, USA

“Written in a style which is straightforward and read-
able, this volume is a valuable addition to the litera-
ture on ancient skepticism. I highly recommend this 
book to those intending to embark on the systematic 
study of ancient skepticism or who just want to get an 
authoritative overview of the fi eld.”  
 bryn mawr classical review

Harald Th orsrud provides a comprehensive 
introduction to the central themes, arguments 
and general concerns of ancient Scepticism from 
its beginnings with Pyrrho of Elis to the writ-
ings of Sextus Empiricus in the second century 
ce. Th e book explores the diff erences between 
individual Sceptics and examines in particular the 
traditional separation of the Scepticism of Pyrrho 
from its later form, Academic Scepticism. Th e 
prolonged controversy that pitted the Academic 
Sceptics against the prevailing dogmatism of 
the day, Stoicism, is investigated and Th orsrud 
steers an even course through the many diff er-
ences of scholarly opinion that surround ancient 
Scepticism to provide a balanced appraisal of its 
enduring signifi cance. 
2008  264 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 130- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 131- 3

Epicureanism

Tim O’Keefe GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY, USA

“A splendid book. As an introduction to all aspects of 
ancient Epicureanism, addressed to a general reader-
ship with an interest in the history of philosophy, I 
cannot imagine anything better. I shall recommend it 
to students and colleagues as the fi rst place to go for an 
engaging, clear, thoughtful, and informed overview of 
the subject … a small masterpiece.”  
 notre dame philosophical reviews

Th is clear and engaging introduction provides 
lucid exposition of the central tenets of Epicurus’ 
philosophy. Part 1 examines the fundamentals 
of Epicurus’ physics and meta physics, including 
atoms, cosmology, proto-Darwinian biology, the 
nature and functioning of the mind, and death. 
Part 2 explores Epicurus’ epistemology, including 
his arguments against scepticism and his empiri-
cist doctrines on the criteria of truth. Th e third 
and fi nal part deals with Epicurus’ ethics, explor-
ing his arguments for hedonism, his distinctive 
conceptions of types of pleasure and desire, his 
belief in virtue, and his notions of justice and 
friendship. 
2009  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 169- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 170- 2
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The Musical Structure of Plato’s Dialogues  NEW 

J. B. Kennedy UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

J. B. Kennedy presents a radical interpretation of the dialogues of Plato. In a 
detailed and systematic examination of the Symposium and Euthyphro, Kennedy 
reveals an underlying musi cal structure to Plato’s dialogues, one that uses symbols 
to encode Pythagorean doctrines. Th e fol lowers of Pythagoras famously thought 
that the cosmos had a hidden musical structure and that wise philosophers would 
be able to hear this “harmony of the spheres”. Kennedy, an expert in Pythagorean 
mathematics and music theory, shows that Plato gave his dialogues a similar, 

hidden musical structure. His analysis reveals that each dialogue can be divided into twelve parts and 
that at each twelft h a symbol marks a musical note. Th ese passages are shown to be relatively harmoni-
ous or dissonant, and so traverse the ups and downs of a known musical scale. Kennedy’s fi ndings are 
shown to chime with many of Plato’s ancient fol lowers who insisted that Plato used symbols to conceal 
his own views within the dialogues. 
May 2011  256 pages HB £50.00 978-1-84465-266-2

 PB £16.99 978-1-84465-267-9

The Cyrenaics  NEW 

Ugo Zilioli UNIVERSITY OF PISA, ITALY

Th e Cyrenaic school of philosophy (named aft er its founder Aristippus’ native city 
of Cyrene in North Africa) fl ourished in the fi ft h and fourth centuries BCE. Ugo 
Zilioli’s book provides the fi rst book-length introduction to the school in English. 
It introduces the main fi gures of the Cyrenaic school and provides an overview of 
ancient and modern interpretations of the Cyrenaics and their doctrines and of 
the role they played in the context of ancient thought. Th e book off ers a recon-
struction of Cyrenaic philosophy and shows how the ethical side of their specula-

tion connected with the epistemology and ontology they endorsed and that, as a result, the Cyrenaics 
were able to off er a quite sophisticated philosophy. Indeed, Zilioli demonstrates that they represented, in 
ancient philosophy, an important and original metaphysical position and alternative to the kind of real-
ism endorsed by Plato and Aristotle. 
November 2011  256 pages HB £40.00 978-1-84465-290-7

A Plato Primer

J. D. G. Evans QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY OF BELFAST

“A superb survey of Platonic thought from a mature 
scholar, demonstrating both range and concision.”   
 bryn mawr classical review

“Th ere is a philosophical classiness and freshness about 
this book that should give it an immediate place on 
reading lists.” C. J. Rowe university of durham

Subtle, versatile and multifaceted though Plato’s 
thought undoubtedly is, it has a core that needs 
to be explored and savoured. Evans presents this 
core, as it appears over a large range of Plato’s 
works, spread out over many decades of compo-
sition and many philosophical topics. Th rough 
all this diversity Plato’s original philosophical 
personality shines through. 
2010  176 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 227- 3

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 228- 0

Slave Revolts in Antiquity

Theresa Urbainczyk UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN, IRELAND

Although much has been written on Greek and 
Roman slavery, slave resistance has typically been 
dismissed as historically insignifi cant. Th eresa 
Urbainczyk argues that there were many more 
slave revolts than is usually assumed and they 
were far from insignifi cant historically. 
2008  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 101- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 102- 3

Introducing Greek Philosophy

M. R. Wright UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID

“An elegant book of exemplary clarity.”  
 anglo-hellenic review

“A very good explanation of the beginnings and 
developments in ancient Greek philosophy from which 
newcomers are sure to benefi t. Wright’s rich explana-
tory context can teach much to the student.”  
 metapsychology 

Exploring the ideas of the Presocratics, the 
sophists, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and the early 
Hellenistic philosophers, the book illuminates 
this formative period in the history of philosophy 
and shows how many of the themes that engaged 
the Greeks – such as the origins of the universe, 
divine creation, the search for truth, ethics, mate-
rial minds and immortal souls, the search for 
happiness and the best way to live – still engage 
us today. 
2009  256 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 182- 5

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 183- 2

Sophocles and Alcibiades

Athenian Politics in Ancient Greek 

Literature

Michael Vickers UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

“Vickers reaches some truly original conclusions and 
his readings of the plays and Th ucydides will be of 
value to anyone studying tragedy and its political 
context.” greece and rome 
2008  224 pages HB £40.00 978- 1- 84465- 123- 8

Neoplatonism

Pauliina Remes UPPSALA UNIVERSITY, SWEDEN

“Th is book excels as an introductory text … a nice 
corrective to older surveys of late ancient philosophy, 
situating students within the most current and promis-
ing trends in the fi eld.”  
 bryn mawr classical review 

“A readable and accurate introduction to the topic. It is 
a welcome resource and I would certainly recommend 
that anyone teaching a course on Neoplatonic thought 
give this book to their students to read.”  
 notre dame philosophical reviews

Pauliina Remes’s lucid, comprehensive, and up- 
to- date introduction reassesses Neoplatonism’s 
philosophical credentials, from its founding by 
Plotinus through to the closure of the Academy in 
Athens in 529. 
2008  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 124- 5

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 125- 2

Cynics

William Desmond NUI, MAYNOOTH, IRELAND

“Desmond’s Cynics succeeds in making the key ideas 
accessible and intelligible to the introductory reader. 
Th e book is a treasure trove of information on the 
various ways the Cynics and the idea of Cynicism have 
appeared in history and literature from antiquity to 
contemporary times.” bryn mawr classical review

“A considerable achievement. It unites rare diligence 
with unobtrusive intelligence and independence of 
judgment. Its coverage is immense. Anyone who works 
on Cynicism at any level will fi nd it extremely useful.”  
 John Moles notre dame philosophical reviews
2008  296 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 128- 3

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 129- 0

Presocratics

James Warren UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

“An outstanding introduction to early Greek philoso-
phy and should be recommended as the fi rst port of 
call for both philosophers and classicists.”  
 bryn mawr classical review

“… lucid, balanced and exceptionally readable. It is to 
be warmly commended, and recommended, as one of 
the best introductions to early Greek philosophy now 
available.” journal of hellenic studies
2007  240 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 091- 0

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 092- 7

Stoicism

John Sellars UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST OF ENGLAND

“It is easy to recommend this book as the best intro-
duction to the subject.”  
 the philosophers’ magazine

“An excellent introduction to the central themes of 
Stoicism.” R. W. Sharples philosophical books

“Outstanding … Sellars has risen splendidly to the 
challenge of providing a new generation of students 
with an introduction to Stoicism. I recommend the 
book without hesitation. It is clearly written, well 
organized, and beautifully produced.”  
 Robin Waterfi eld heythrop journal
2006  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 052- 1

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 053- 8
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Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason  NEW 
An Introduction

James O’Shea UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN, IRELAND

Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason remains one of the landmark works of phi losophy, 
but at nearly 700 pages of detailed and complex argument it is also a demanding 
and intimidating read. James O’Shea’s short introduc tion to the Critique aims to 
make it less so. Aimed at students coming to the book for the fi rst time, it pro-
vides step-by-step analysis in clear, unambiguous prose. Th e conceptual problems 
Kant sought to resolve are outlined, and his conclusions concerning the nature of 

the faculty of human knowledge and the possibility of metaphysics, and the arguments for those conclu-
sions, are explored. In addition he shows how the Critique fi ts into the history of modern philosophy and 
how transcendental idealism changed the course of philosophy. Key concepts are explained throughout 
and the student is provided with an excellent route map through the various parts of the text.
August 2011  192 pages HB £45.00 978-1-84465-278-5

This Way Up PB £12.99 978-1-84465-279-2

Idealism  NEW 
The History of a Philosophy

Jeremy Dunham, Iain Hamilton Grant and Sean Watson 

UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST OF ENGLAND

Heavily criticized by the dominant philosophies of the twentieth century, ideal-
ism is being reconsidered in the twenty-fi rst as a rich and untapped resource 
for contemporary philosophical arguments and concepts. Th is book provides a 
comprehensive portrait of the major arguments and philosophers in the Idealist 
tradition. Idealism is philosophy on a grand scale, combining micro and macro-

scopic problems into systematic accounts of everything from the nature of the universe to the particulars 
of human feeling. In consequence, it off ers perspectives on everything from the natural to the social 
sciences, from ecology to critical theory. Written for a broad readership, the book provides the fullest 
possible introduction to this most philosophical of philosophical movements.
February 2011  320 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 240- 2

 PB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 241- 9

HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY

Central Works of Philosophy

Edited by John Shand THE OPEN UNIVERSITY

5-volume set  HB £200.00 978-1-84465-496-3 
   PB £75.00 978-1-84465-497-0

Central Works of Philosophy is a multi- volume set 
of essays on the core texts of the western philo-
sophical tradition. From Plato’s Republic to the 
present day, the volumes range over 2,500 years 
of philosophical  writing covering the best, most 
representative, and most  infl uential work of some 
of our greatest philosophers. Each essay has been 
specially commissioned and provides an overview 
of the work and clear and  authoritative exposition 
of its central ideas.

Volume 1: Ancient and Medieval

Contents Introduction, John Shand | 1. Plato: 
Republic, Hugh H. Benson | 2. Aristotle: 
Nicomachean Ethics, Paula Gottlieb | 3. Lucretius: 
On the Nature of the Universe, Harry Lesser | 
4. Sextus Empiricus: Outlines of Pyrrhonism, 
R. J. Hankinson | 5. Plotinus: Enneads, Stephen R. 
L. Clark | 6. Augustine: City of God, Christopher 
Kirwan | 7. Anselm: Proslogion, John Marenbon | 
8. Aquinas: Summa Th eologiae, Paul O’Grady | 
9. Duns Scotus: Ordinatio, Richard Cross | 
10. Ockham: Summa Logicae, Peter King
2005  288 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 012- 5

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 013- 2

Volume 2: The Seventeenth and Eighteenth 

Centuries

Contents Introduction, John Shand | 1. Descartes: 
Meditations on First Philosophy, Janet Broughton | 
2. Spinoza: Ethics, Steven Nadler | 3. Leibniz: 
Monadology, Douglas Burnham | 4. Hobbes: 
Leviathan, John Rogers | 5. Locke: An Essay 
Concerning Human Understanding, John Milton | 
6. Berkeley: A Treatise Concerning the Principles 
of Human Knowledge, Tom Stoneham | 7. Hume: A 
Treatise of Human Nature, Peter Kail | 8. Rousseau: 
Th e Social Contract, Jonathan Riley
2005  240 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 014- 9

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 015- 6

Volume 3: The Nineteenth  Century

Contents Introduction, John Shand | 1. Kant: 
Critique of Pure Reason, Michelle Grier | 2. Fichte: 
Th e Science of Knowledge, Curtis Bowman | 3. 
Hegel: Th e Phenomenology of Spirit, Michael 
Inwood | 4. Schopenhauer: World as Will and 
Representation, Dale Jacquette | 5. Mill: On Liberty, 
Jonathan Riley | 6. Kierkegaard: Philosophical 
Fragments, Stephen Evans | 7. Marx: Capital, Tom 
Rockmore | 8. Nietzsche: On the Genealogy of 
Morals, Rex Welshon
2005  256 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 016- 3

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 017- 0

Volume 4: The Twentieth Century: Moore to Popper

Contents Introduction, John Shand | 1. Moore: 
Principia Ethica, Philip Stratton- Lake | 2. Husserl: 
Th e Idea of Phenomenology, A. D. Smith | 3. James: 
Pragmatism, Christopher Hookway | 4. Wittgenstein: 
Tractatus Logico- Philosophicus, Hans- Johann 
Glock | 5. Heidegger: Being and Time, Charles 
Guignon | 6. Carnap: Th e Logical Structure of 
the World, Th omas Uebel | 7. Russell: An Inquiry 
into Meaning and Truth, Pascal Engel | 8. Sartre: 
Being and Nothingness, William R. Schroeder | 
9. Merleau- Ponty: Phenomenology of Perception, 
Eric Matthews | 10. Ayer: Language, Truth and 
Logic, Barry Gower | 11. Ryle: Th e Concept of 
Mind, Rom Harré | 12. Wittgenstein: Philosophical 
Investigations, Robert Arrington | 13. Popper: Th e 
Logic of Scientifi c Discovery, Jeremy Shearmur
2006  304 pages HB £60.00 978- 1- 84465- 018- 7

   PB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 019- 4

Volume 5: The Twentieth Century: Quine and After

Contents Introduction, John Shand | 1. Quine: 
Word and Object, Gary Kemp | 2. Strawson: 
Individuals, Paul Snowdon | 3. Rawls: A Th eory 
of Justice, Anthony Laden | 4. Nozick: Anarchy, 
State and Utopia, Peter Vallentyne | 5. Dummett: 
Truth and Other Enigmas, Bernhard Weiss | 
6. Rorty: Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature, 
Alan Malachowski | 7. Davidson: Essays on Actions 
and Events, Kirk Ludwig | 8. Kripke: Naming and 
Necessity, John Burgess | 9. Putnam: Reason, Truth 
and History, Peter Clark | 10. Williams: Ethics and 
the Limits of Philosophy, Adrian Moore | 11. Nagel: 
Th e View from Nowhere, Anita Avramides | 
12. Lewis: On the Plurality of Worlds, Philip 
Bricker | 13. Taylor: Sources of the Self, Ruth Abbey | 
14. McDowell: Mind and World, Tim Th ornton
2006  344 pages HB £60.00 978- 1- 84465- 020- 0

   PB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 021- 7

The Minds of the Moderns

Rationalism, Empiricism and Philosophy 

of Mind

Janice Thomas HEYTHROP COLLEGE, LONDON

“A welcome addition to the literature in this important 
but underexplored area. It should prove valuable not 
only to students of early modern philosophy but also to 
historians of philosophy more generally, as well as to 
contemporary philosophers of mind who seek a better 
understanding of the historical roots of their subject.”   
 notre dame philosophical reviews

Taking Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke, 
Berkeley and Hume in turn, Janice Th omas 
presents an authoritative and critical assessment 
of each of these canonical thinkers’ views of the 
notion of mind. Th e exposition and examina-
tion of their positions is informed by present- day 
debates in the philosophy of mind so that read-
ers get a clear sense of the importance of these 
philosophers’ ideas, many of which continue to 
defi ne our current notions of the mental.
2009  304 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 186- 3

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 187- 0
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Nietzsche’s Genealogy of  Morality

David Owen UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON

“Owen’s book will be found valuable by beginners 
as well as by advanced students and scholars of 
Nietzsche. It is one of the clearest and most powerful 
statements of Nietzsche’s case in On the Genealogy of 
Morality.” notre dame philosophical reviews

“Written with admirable clarity and precision, and 
a great deal of philosophical acumen, David Owen’s 
introduction is indispensable for students seeking an 
understanding of core aspects of Nietzsche’s text and 
its fi guration in recent philosophical debates.”  
 Keith Ansell- Pearson university of warwick
2007  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 103- 0

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 104- 7

Reading Nietzsche

An Analysis of Beyond Good and Evil

Douglas Burnham STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY

“An engaging, detailed and lucid guide to one 
of Nietzsche’s most important works. Reading 
Nietzsche brings out the exciting and vibrant 
nature of Nietzsche’s writing. A great introduction 
to Nietzsche and a sophisticated commentary on 
Beyond Good and Evil.” Claire Colebrook
 penn state university

“Reading Nietzsche off ers a commentary that is 
refl ective, expansive, judicious and accurate. First- 
time readers of Nietzsche will benefi t from having 
this book by their side as a guide, whilst readers 
more familiar with Beyond Good and Evil will 
benefi t from the refl ective passages on particularly 
knotty sections.” Rex Welshon 
 university of colorado, colorado springs
2007  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 074- 3

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 075- 0

Nietzsche and The Birth of Tragedy  NEW 

Paul Raimond Daniels UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

Nietzsche’s fi rst book, Th e Birth of Tragedy, presents a lively inquiry into the 
existential meaning of Greek tragedy. We are confronted with the idea that the 
awful truth of our existence can be revealed through tragic art, whereby our 
relationship to the world is transfi gured from pessimistic despair into sublime 
elation and affi  rmation. It is a landmark text in his oeuvre and remains an 
important book both for newcomers to Nietzsche and those wishing to enrich 
their appreciation of his mature writings. Nietzsche and Th e Birth of Tragedy 
provides a clear account of the text and explores its philosophical, literary 

and historical infl uences. Each chapter examines part of the text, explaining the ideas presented and 
assessing relevant scholarly points of interpretation. Th e book will be an invaluable guide to readers 
in philosophy, literary studies and classical studies coming to Th e Birth of Tragedy for the fi rst time.
October 2011  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 242- 6

 PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 243- 3

Philosophy and Philosophers

An Introduction to Western Philosophy

John Shand THE OPEN UNIVERSITY

“Shand writes with great clarity and simplicity, with 
sparing use of jargon. A useful addition to the fi rst- 
year reading list.” philosophical quarterly

“A concise and readily surveyable account of the 
history of Western philosophy … it succeeds in being 
both an illuminating introduction to the history of 
philosophy for someone who has little prior knowledge 
of the subject and a valuable source of guidance to the 
more experienced student.” tls
2002  352 pages PB £18.99 978- 1- 902683- 63- 8

The New Pragmatism

Alan Malachowski STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY, 
SOUTH AFRICA

“A clear, accessible and well- structured introduction 
to the subject, which shows Malachowski to be one of 
Rorty’s most careful, perceptive, judicious and insight-
ful readers.”  
 Stephen Mullan queen’s university belfast

“An extremely thorough, engaging and readable 
introduction to a seemingly complex development in 
western philosophy. It will be valuable to those seeking 
clarity on the work of Rorty, Putnam, and their intel-
lectual milieu.”  
 Emma Bell university of brighton

Some hundred years aft er its inception, 
Pragmatism has reclaimed centre stage, not just 
within philosophy, but also within intellectual 
culture as a whole. Th is book sets out to explain 
what it is about Pragmatism that makes it such a 
distinctively attractive prospect to so many think-
ers, even in previously hostile traditions. 
2009  176 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 072- 9

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 073- 6

Herbert Spencer and the 
Invention of Modern Life

Mark Francis 

UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY, NEW ZEALAND

“Wonderfully and persuasively revisionist, backed up 
by superb research, this will be the book on Spencer for 
the present and next generation.”  
 Frank M. Turner yale university

“A monumental, painstakingly scrupulous, and inno-
vative study, based on a complete grasp of Spencer’s 
corpus and a thorough use of archives relating to his 
circle and period … A work of intellectual biography 
which is powerful, illuminating and original.”  
 Melissa Lane princeton university
2007  464 pages HB £35.00 978- 1- 84465- 086- 6

black and white illustrations

Hegel: New Directions 

Edited by Katerina Deligiorgi UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX

“A splendid collection of essays by some of the fi nest 
modern scholars.”  
 british journal for the history of philosophy

Contributors: John Burbidge, Allegra De Laurentiis, 
Katerina Deligiorgi, Jason Gaiger, Rolf- Peter 
Horstmann, Kimberly Hutchings, Iain Macdonald, 
John McDowell, Angelica Nuzzo, Robert B. Pippin, 
Sally Sedgwick, Ludwig Siep, Allen Speight, Nicholas 
Walker
2006  304 pages HB £60.00 978- 1- 84465- 062- 0

   PB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 063- 4

NIETZSCHE COMMENTARIES
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Understanding Movements in 
Modern Thought

The Understanding Movements in Modern Thought 
series provides short, accessible, lively introduc-
tions to the major schools, movements and tradi-
tions in philosophy and the history of ideas since 
the beginning of the Enlightenment. 

Understanding Environmental 
Philosophy

Andrew Brennan and Y. S. Lo 

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

“An excellent and accessible introduction to the fi eld of 
environmental ethics that demonstrates its importance 
for environmental policy, written by two leading 
fi gures in the fi eld.”  
 Eric Katz new jersey institute of technology

Understanding Environmental Philosophy presents 
a comprehensive, critical analysis of contem-
porary philosophical approaches to current 
ecological concerns. Key ideas are explained, 
placed in their broader cultural, religious, histori-
cal, political and philosophical context, and their 
environmental policy implications are outlined. 
Central ideas and concepts about environmental 
value, individual wellbeing, ecological holism 
and the metaphysics of nature set the stage for a 
discussion of how to establish moral rules and 
priorities, and whether it is possible to transcend 
human-centred views of the world.
2010  240 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 200- 6

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 201- 3

Understanding Postcolonialism 

Jane Hiddleston UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

“A valuable introduction to postcolonial philosophy 
and its poststructuralist philosophical foundations, 
a clear overview of important debates, and succinct, 
precise defi nitions of essential terminology related to 
the fi eld … It represents, too, a signifi cant intervention 
because of the innovative comparisons drawn between 
Francophone, Anglophone, and Latin American 
postcolonial thought. Overall, Understanding 
Postcolonialism will be a ‘must’ for newcomers and 
more experienced readers of postcolonial philosophy 
alike.” french studies 

Understanding Postcolonialism examines the 
philosophy of postcolonialism in order to reveal 
the oft en confl icting systems of thought that 
underpin it. In so doing, the book presents a 
reappraisal of the major postcolonial thinkers 
of the twentieth century. A clear and accessible 
introduction to the subject, it reveals how, almost 
half a century aft er decolonization, the complex 
relation between politics and ethics continues to 
shape postcolonial thought.
2009  208 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 160- 3

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 161- 0

Understanding Feminism

Peta Bowden MURDOCH UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA 
and Jane Mummery UNIVERSITY OF BALLARAT, AUSTRALIA

“Giving clear and reliable introductions to the ideas 
of many important feminists, the authors provide 
an invaluable map of key debates over equality and 
diff erence, the body and sexuality, and the impact on 
feminism of diff erences between women.”  
 Alison Stone lancaster university

Understanding Feminism provides an accessible 
guide to one of the most important and contested 
movements in progressive modern thought. 
Presenting feminism as a dynamic, multifaceted 
and adaptive movement that has evolved in 
response to the changing practical and theoreti-
cal problems faced by women, the authors take 
a problem- oriented approach that maps the 
complex strands of feminist thinking in relation 
to women’s struggles for equal recognition and 
rights, and freedom from oppressive constraints 
of sex, self- expression and autonomy. 
2009  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 194- 8

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 195- 5

Understanding Naturalism

Jack Ritchie UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

“A very useful overview of various kinds of scientifi c 
naturalism and their relevance to contemporary 
debates in central areas of philosophy. It should be 
required reading for any course or seminar studying 
the varieties and future direction of contemporary 
scientifi c naturalism.”  
 notre dame philosophical reviews
2008  232 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 078- 1

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 079- 8
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Understanding Nietzscheanism  NEW 

Ashley Woodward UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

“A superb achievement. Th e author’s coverage of the phenomenon of Nietzscheanism is 
admirably comprehensive and hugely instructive. Students and teachers alike will fi nd 
lucid and informative accounts of the nature and impact of Nietzsche’s ideas on seminal 
movements in twentieth-century thought such as existentialism, poststructuralism and 
naturalism, as well as helpful treatments of important topics such as Nietzsche and posthu-
manism and Nietzsche and politics.” Keith Ansell-Pearson university of warwick

Nietzsche’s critiques of traditional modes of thinking, valuing and living, as well 
as his radical proposals for new alternatives, have been vastly infl uential in a wide 

variety of areas, such that an understanding of his philosophy and its infl uence is important for grasping 
many aspects of contemporary thought and culture. However Nietzsche’s thought is complex and elu-
sive, and has been interpreted in a great variety of ways. Moreover, he has infl uenced starkly contrasting 
movements and schools of thought, from atheism to theology, from existentialism to poststructuralism, 
and from Nazism to feminism. Th is book charts Nietzsche’s infl uence, both historically and thematically, 
across a variety of these contrasting disciplines and schools of interpretation. It provides both an acces-
sible introduction to Nietzsche’s thought and its impact and an overview of contemporary approaches to 
Nietzsche.
November 2011  224 pages HB £45.00 978-1-84465-292-1

 PB £14.99 978-1-84465-293-8

Understanding Psychoanalysis

Matthew Sharpe DEAKIN UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA 
and Joanne Faulkner UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA, CANADA

“By far one of the best sources for both undergraduate 
as well as graduate students wanting to learn about 
psychoanalysis … this is a teaching resource that no 
one in the fi eld can aff ord to pass up.” dialogue

 “Aft er Freud, it is impossible to say that reason is the 
master of its own house, and the great virtue of this 
book is that it addresses the fundamental coordinates 
of the moment we go awry in the tyranny of rationali-
zation. Overall, the volume is a very pointed introduc-
tion to the grounds of psychoanalysis and the place of 
psychoanalysis in modern thought.”  
 metapsychology
2008  240 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 121- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 122- 1

Understanding Rationalism

Charlie Huenemann UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY, USA

“Huenemann does an excellent job of laying out the 
general philosophical projects and main theses and 
arguments of the three classic ‘rationalists’, and of 
showing just what they have in common and where 
they go their separate ways.” Steven Nadler tls

 “Th e book succeeds amazingly well in its goal of 
presenting the systems of the three great rationalists in 
a very short space, covering a remarkable amount of 
ground eff ortlessly and without oversimplifi cation.”  
 Michael Della Rocca yale university
2008  176 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 112- 2

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 113- 9
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Understanding Phenomenology

David R. Cerbone WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY, USA

“A superb text – the best introduction to phenomenol-
ogy available in English.”  
 Taylor Carman columbia university

“Essential reading for undergraduate classes in phe-
nomenology.” Sean Kelly princeton university

“I enjoyed reading Cerbone’s book and would certainly 
recommend it to my students as a jargon- free and reli-
able account of the central fi gures in phenomenology.”  
 Dermot Moran 
 notre dame philosophical reviews
2006  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 054- 5

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 055- 2

Understanding Hegelianism

Robert Sinnerbrink MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

“Twentieth- century continental philosophy can best 
be understood as a series of responses to Hegel and yet 
that simple fact is oft en invisible to students. Robert 
Sinnerbrink’s eminently accessible study opens up 
that perspective in a most impressive way and thereby 
promises to make a genuine contribution to how the 
next generation sees that history.”  
 Robert Bernasconi university of memphis

“Admirably clear and precise. As a new generation of 
teachers and students emerge, one constant is the need 
for us all to continue to come to terms with Hegel’s 
thought, and its legacy. Sinnerbrink’s Understanding 
Hegelianism is a very useful prolegomena to any such 
attempt.” parrhesia
2007  200 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 093- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 094- 1

Understanding Virtue Ethics

Stan van Hooft DEAKIN UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

“Th e style, depth of analysis, questions for discussion, 
and the clarity of exposition of this book give the aca-
demic community an excellent model on which to base 
future introductory texts.” ethical perspectives
2005  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 044- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 045- 3

Understanding Hermeneutics

Lawrence K. Schmidt HENDRIX COLLEGE, USA

“A very clear, concise and informative survey of 
contemporary philosophical hermeneutics – written in 
a style and at a level that makes the book an accessible 
introduction to the issues for the student and general 
reader.” Qingjie Wang 
 chinese university of hong kong
2006  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 076- 7

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 077- 4

Understanding Utilitarianism

Tim Mulgan UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS

“A superb book, wonderfully engaging, philosophi-
cally up- to- date and sophisticated. Th e book has too 
many virtues to list them all, but what stands out 
are: just the right amount of historical information to 
make philosophers real people; splendidly clear and 
revealing examples; clarity in treating the objections to 
utilitarianism; and just the right amount of analysis of 
the arguments on the issues.”  
 Brad Hooker university of reading
2007  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 089- 7

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 090- 3

Understanding German Idealism

Will Dudley WILLIAMS COLLEGE, USA

“An excellent introduction to the German Idealist 
movement which corrects many of the common myths 
about it. Dudley’s careful reconstruction of how the 
post- Kantian idealists successively reinterpreted 
Kant’s response to scepticism engenders a genuine 
understanding of this important modern philosophical 
movement.” Paul Redding university of sydney
2007  208 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 095- 8

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 096- 5

Understanding Empiricism

Robert G. Meyers SUNY AT ALBANY, USA

“A welcome addition to the introductory literature on 
empiricism, fi lling a gap between the books that are 
very heavy on Locke, Berkeley, Hume scholarship, and 
those that focus purely on contemporary epistemology. 
I would defi nitely recommend this book to my under-
graduate students.” Graham Stevens
 university of manchester
2006  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 058- 3

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 059- 0

Understanding Poststructuralism

James Williams UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE

“Williams has produced one of the most thoughtful 
and lucid accounts of poststructuralism available in 
English. Understanding Poststructuralism is both an 
indispensable introduction to one of the most infl uen-
tial philosophical movements of recent decades, and a 
signifi cant critical and intellectual achievement in its 
own right.” french studies

“With this book, Williams establishes himself as one of 
the foremost English- language interpreters of French 
thought.” Daniel W. Smith purdue university
2005  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 032- 3

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 033- 0

Understanding Existentialism

Jack Reynolds LA TROBE UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

“Jargon- free and clear, its author escorts the reader 
through complex material and makes helpful in- fl ight 
connections between the various philosophical posi-
tions outlined. A well- written survey of existential 
thought.” french studies
2005  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 042- 2

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 043- 9

CONTINENTAL EUROPEAN PHILOSOPHY

Analytic versus Continental

Arguments on the Methods and Value of 

Philosophy

James Chase UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA 

and Jack Reynolds LA TROBE UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

“Th is book takes the reader on an impressively 
informed and well-argued trip through the person-
alities, the methodologies, and the ways of thinking 
and writing, that divide analytic from continental 
philosophers. Anyone who seeks to understand why 
adherents of the two traditions so oft en misunderstand 
each other, not always in friendly ways, should read 
this book.” Frank Jackson princeton university

“Th e most comprehensive and balanced account of the 
analytic and continental divide. It combines a detailed 
account of its historical roots with a bipartisan yet 
acute analysis of its current state.”  
 James Williams university of dundee

“A superb overview of the full range of discussions, 
arguments, positions and main fi gures in continental 
and analytic philosophy, and it provides invaluable 
insight into the myriad methodological, topical, and 
doctrinal diff erences between the two traditions. 
Essential reading for anyone interested in understand-
ing the divide that has shaped philosophy for the past 
century.”  
 Søren Overgaard university of copenhagen
2010  304 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 244- 0

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 245- 7

White Ink

Interviews on Sex, Text and Politics

Hélène Cixous

Edited by Susan Sellers UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS

“Everything that concerns Hélène Cixous is of interest. 
To my knowledge, there exists no other volume quite 
like this one. Th ese interviews reveal the diff erent 
aspects of Cixous’ work with its underlying insistence 
on writing itself.”  
 Verena Conley harvard university

White Ink brings together Hélène Cixous’ most 
revealing interviews. Spanning over four decades 
and including a new interview with the editor, 
Susan Sellers, this collection presents a brilliant, 
running commentary on the subjects at the heart 
of Cixous’ writing – literature, philosophy, theatre, 
politics, aesthetics, faith and ethics, human rela-
tions and the state of the world. Each interview is 
a remarkable performance, an event in language 
and thought where Cixous’ celebrated intellectual 
and poetic force can be witnessed “in action”. 
2008  224 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 136- 8

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 137- 5

Jean- Luc Nancy and the 
Future of Philosophy

B. C. Hutchens JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY, USA

“Hutchens constructs a clear framework for the expres-
sion of Nancy’s oft en complicated ideas. I expect this 
text to be very well used by students and academics 
alike trying to orient themselves in the complex con-
ceptual world of Jean- Luc Nancy.” political studies
2005  208 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 026- 2

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 027- 9
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The Philosophy of Heidegger  NEW 

Michael Watts

“Michael Watts tackles Heidegger with exemplary skill, tenacity and so briety. He presents 
Heidegger’s thoughts in plain uncluttered prose and steers the reader through the com-
plexities of Heidegger’s terminology. A reliable and congenial guide for one’s fi rst approach 
to Heidegger.” Michael Inwood university of oxford

Th is book is a readable and rigorous overview of Heidegger’s thought, suit able 
both for beginners and advanced students. A striking and refreshing feature of 
the work is how free it is from the jargon and standard idioms of academic philo-

sophical writing. Written in straightforward English, with many illustrations and concrete examples, the 
book provides a very accessible introduction to such key Heideggerian notions as in/authentic ity, falling, 
throwness, moods, temporality, earth, world, enframing, and so on. Ranging widely across Heidegger’s 
numerous writings, the book displays an impressively thorough knowledge of his corpus, navigating the 
diffi  cult relationship between earlier and later Heidegger texts, and giving the reader a strong sense of 
the basic motives and overall continu ity of Heidegger’s thought.
May 2011  240 pages HB £50.00 978-1-84465-263-1

 PB £16.99 978-1-84465-264-8

The Philosophy of Sartre  NEW 

Anthony Hatzimoysis UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS, GREECE

“A careful and insightful discussion of the phenomenology and ontol ogy that underpin 
Sartre’s existentialism, and to the methodological and metaphilosophical commitments 
these are rooted in. It serves as both an excellent introduction to these aspects of Sartre’s 
thought and a valuable contribution to scholarly and philosophical discussion of Sartre.”  
 Jonathan Webber cardiff university

As a playwright, novelist, political theorist, literary critic and philosopher, Jean- 
Paul Sartre remains an iconic fi gure. Th is book examines his philosophical ideas 

and methods. As an introductory guide for the reader who wishes to understand Sartre’s philosophical 
argumentation, it reconstructs in plain language key instances of Sartre’s philosophical reasoning at 
work and shows how certain questions arise for Sartre and what philosophical tools he uses to address 
those questions. Readers are able to get a real understanding of Sartre’s approach to the activity of phi-
losophizing and how his method favours certain types of philosophical analysis. Each chapter considers 
a range of issues in the Sartrean corpus including his conception of phenomenology, the question of self- 
identity, the Sartrean view of conscious beings, his understanding of the self, his theory of value, human 
action as both the originator and the outcome of social processes, dialectical reason, and his conception 
of artistic activity. 
August 2011  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 046- 0

 PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 047- 7

CONTINENTAL EUROPEAN PHILOSOPHY

The Philosophy of Husserl

Burt Hopkins SEATTLE UNIVERSITY, USA

“A signifi cant contribution to our understanding of 
Husserl, one that off ers an original and challenging 
approach. A ground-breaking and important book.”   
 Dermot Moran university college dublin

Burt Hopkins shows that the unity of Husserl’s 
philosophical enterprise is found in its investiga-
tion of the origins of cognition, being, meaning, 
and ultimately philosophy itself. Hopkins chal-
lenges the prevailing view that Husserl’s late turn 
to history is inconsistent with his earlier attempts 
to establish phenomenology as a pure science 
and also the view of Heidegger and Derrida, that 
the limits of transcendental phenomenology are 
historically driven by ancient Greek philosophy.
2010  304 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 010- 1

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 011- 8

The Philosophy of Agamben

Catherine Mills UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

“It sets the benchmark for Agamben scholarship for the 
foreseeable future.” Adam Th urschwell 
 cleveland state university

Th e extraordinary breadth of historical, legal 
and philosophical sources that contribute to the 
complexity and depth of Agamben’s thinking 
can also make his work intimidating. Covering 
the full range of Agamben’s work, this critical 
introduction outlines Agam ben’s key concerns: 
metaphysics, language and potentiality, aesthet-
ics and poetics, sovereignty, law and biopolitics, 
ethics and testimony, and his powerful vision of 
completed humanity.
2008  176 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 132- 0

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 133- 7

The Philosophy of Habermas

Andrew Edgar CARDIFF UNIVERSITY

“A notable contribution to the literature … assured 
and readable … discussions are engaging, illuminating 
and leavened with well- chosen examples.”  
 radical philosophy

“A comprehensive and lucid account of the develop-
ment of Habermas’s thought. Highly useful both to 
fi rst- time readers as well as to specialists.”  
 James Swindal john carroll university, ohio
2005  304 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 902683- 93- 5

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 902683- 94- 2

The Philosophy of Foucault

Todd May CLEMSON UNIVERSITY, USA

“May pulls off  the diffi  cult feat of giving what’s needed 
for a helpful introductory survey while off ering 
interpretations that those already acquainted with 
Foucault’s work will fi nd interesting and challenging.”  
 Gary Gutting university of notre dame 

“I cannot think of a better way to present Foucault’s 
work to students. It is the best written, most clarifying, 
inviting text on Foucault I have read.”  
 Mike Mahon boston university
2006  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 056- 9

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 057- 6

The Philosophy of Derrida

Mark Dooley NUI, MAYNOOTH, IRELAND 
and Liam Kavanagh VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY, USA

“Spendidly clear, lucid and well- argued.”  
 Christina Howells university of oxford

For more than forty years Jacques Derrida unset-
tled and disturbed the presumptions underlying 
many of our most fundamental philosophi-
cal, political and ethical conventions. In Th e 
Philosophy of Derrida, Mark Dooley and Liam 
Kavanagh examine Derrida’s large body of work 
to provide a succinct overview of his core philo-
sophical ideas and a balanced appraisal of their 
lasting impact. 
2007  184 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 022- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 023- 1

The Philosophy of Hegel

Allen Speight BOSTON UNIVERSITY, USA

“An outstanding book. It demonstrates a wide and 
deep knowledge of Hegel and modern Hegel scholar-
ship and an evident enthusiasm for the study of Hegel’s 
ideas. Speight is a sure- footed interpreter of Hegel’s 
texts and his selection of particular topics cannot be 
faulted. It is a pleasure to read.”  
 Dudley Knowles university of glasgow

Few philosophers can induce as much puzzlement 
among readers as Hegel, whose works are notori-
ously dense and make very few concessions for a 
readership unfamiliar with his systematic view of 
the world. Allen Speight’s introduction to Hegel’s 
philosophy takes a chronological perspective on 
the development of Hegel’s system, allowing him 
to illuminate some of the most important ques-
tions in Hegelian scholarship by examining works 
such as the Phenomenology and the Logic in their 
respective contexts.
2008  176 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 068- 2

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 069- 9
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Time and Philosophy  NEW 
A History of Continental Thought

John McCumber UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES, USA

“Time and Philosophy fi lls a great vacuum in the literature on continen tal philosophy, 
providing students with an invaluable orientation into this complex tradition. Th e book – 
while necessarily implementing a selective criteria – sets forth a nuanced and exhaustive 
reading of the diversity of the tradition, and suggests the unifying thematic of temporality 
as the essential concern and horizon of continental philosophy.”   
 James Luchte university of wales trinity saint david

Time and Philosophy presents a survey of continental thought through an historical account of its key 
texts. Th e common theme taken up in each text is how philosophical thought should respond to time. 
Looking at the development of continental philosophy in both Europe and Amer ica, the philosophers 
discussed range from Hegel, Marx, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Husserl, Heidegger, Arendt, Adorno and 
Horkheimer, Sartre, de Beauvoir, Foucault, Derrida, to the most infl uential thinkers of today, Agamben, 
Badiou, Butler and Ranciere. Th roughout, the concern is to elucidate the primary texts for readers 
coming to them for the fi rst time. But, beyond this, Time and Philosophy aims to reveal the philosophical 
rigour which underpins and connects the history of continental thought
July 2011  352 pages HB £55.00 978-1-84465-275-4

 PB £19.99 978-1-84465-276-1

Adorno on Nature  NEW 

Deborah Cook UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, ONTARIO, CANADA

“Deborah Cook clearly and carefully explores how Adorno’s concern with nature organ-
izes his whole philosophy. She shows the relevance of his work for understanding the 
environmental crisis.”  Alison Stone lancaster university

“Deborah Cook provides an illuminating study of the concept of nature in Adorno and 
how it emerges and remains a central component of his work, undergirding the key 
themes of his philosophy. Clearly and lucidly presenting Adorno’s complex ideas, Cook 
provides a work that will be of interest to both students and scholars of Adorno’s impor-
tant work.”  Douglas Kellner ucla

Decades before the environmental movement emerged in the 1960s, Adorno condemned our destruc-
tive and self-destructive relationship to the natural world, warning of the catastrophe that may result 
if we continue to treat nature as an object that exists exclusively for our own benefi t. Adorno on Nature 
presents the fi rst detailed examination of the pivotal role of the idea of natural history in Adorno’s work. 
A comparison of Adorno’s concerns with those of key ecological theorists – social ecologist Murray 
Bookchin, ecofeminist Carolyn Merchant, and deep ecologist Arne Naess – reveals how Adorno speaks 
directly to many of today’s most pressing environmental issues. Ending with a discussion of the philo-
sophical conundrum of unity in diversity, Adorno on Nature also explores how social solidarity can be 
promoted as a necessary means of confronting environmental problems.
April 2011  208 pages HB £55.00 978-1-84465-255-6

 PB £18.99 978-1-84465-262-4

Albert Camus

From the Absurd to Revolt

John Foley

“Foley’s book is well placed among recent contributions to Camus scholarship to further 
our understanding of how indisputably relevant and valuable Camus’s thought and com-
mitments are today.” notre dame philosophical reviews

“Among the vast array of existing Camus scholarship I have never read a more thorough 
presentation or judicious defense of Camus’ work than this.”  
 David Carroll university of california, irvine

“A masterful job of research and analysis, beautifully incorporating the full range of Camus’ writings.”  
 David Sprintzen long island university

Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, encompassing philosophy, literature, politics and history, John 
Foley examines the full breadth of Camus’ ideas to provide a comprehensive and rigorous guide to his 
political and philosophical thought and a signifi cant contribution to a range of debates current in Camus 
research. Foley argues that the coherence of Camus’ thought can best be understood through a thorough 
understanding of the concepts of “the absurd” and “revolt” as well as the relation between them.
2008  288 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 140- 5

 PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 141- 2

CONTINENTAL EUROPEAN PHILOSOPHY

The Philosophy of Merleau- Ponty

Eric Matthews UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN

“Excellent … I have yet to read such a good introduc-
tion to Merleau- Ponty’s philosophy.” mind

“Covers the whole range of Merleau- Ponty’s writing, 
and presents his thinking sympathetically but in a rela-
tively jargon- free manner … this is a very worthwhile 
addition to the philosophical literature on Merleau- 
Ponty.” journal of the british society
  for phenomenology
2002  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 51- 5

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 52- 2

The Philosophy of Kierkegaard

George Pattison UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

“Pattison achieves an expert clarity in introducing 
core questions confronting any potential philosophy 
of Kierkegaard. Not only is it suffi  ciently accessible for 
the uninitiated, it also importantly off ers novel insights 
and questions for the possible relation of Kierkegaard’s 
religious thought to the contemporary discipline of 
philosophy.” religious studies
2005  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 030- 9

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 031- 6

The Philosophy of Gadamer

Jean Grondin UNIVERSITY OF MONTREAL, CANADA

“Th ere is perhaps no better expositor of Gadamer’s 
philosophical work than Jean Grondin. Here, he does 
a wonderful job of laying out all of the key themes of 
Truth and Method, disentangling them, but never 
severing their connections. I would place Grondin’s 
book fi rst on the list as an aid to taking up Gadamer.”  
 Dennis Schmidt penn state university
2003  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 64- 5

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 65- 2

The Philosophy of Nietzsche

Rex Welshon 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, COLORADO SPRINGS, USA

“One of the best introductions available.”  
 Keith Ansell- Pearson university of warwick

“Welshon’s book is a welcome alternative and correc-
tive to introductions to Nietzsche that present him as a 
kind of radical anti- philosopher. Welshon’s Nietzsche is 
radical – but he is very defi nitely a philosopher, and a 
tough- minded analytical one at that.”  
 Richard Schacht university of illinois
2004  240 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 89- 8

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 90- 4

The Philosophy of Schopenhauer

Dale Jacquette UNIVERSITY OF BERN, SWITZERLAND

“Excellent. Jacquette’s guide to Schopenhauer’s 
thought achieves its aims remarkably well, provid-
ing an in-depth, well-argued, sympathetic, but still 
critical reconstruction of all of the central aspects of 
Schopenhauer’s philosophy.” mind
2005  320 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 008- 8

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 009- 5
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Key Concepts

The Key Concepts series brings the work of the most 
infl uential philosophers and social theorists to a 
new generation of readers. Each volume is struc-
tured by the central ideas or concepts in a thinker’s 
work, with each chapter explaining an individual 
concept and exploring its application.

Jürgen Habermas: Key Concepts  NEW 

Edited by Barbara Fultner DENISON UNIVERSITY, USA

“Barbara Fultner has brought together many of today’s leading Habermas scholars to pro-
vide an up to date, critical and above all clear introduction to key elements in Habermas’s 
social philosophy.” Andrew Edgar cardiff university

“Th is is a volume I would recommend to anyone teaching or studying Habermas. Th e 
high quality of the contributors and their contributions make a very diffi  cult thinker more 
accessible with a series of overviews that range broadly across his thought.”  
 Th omas McCarthy northwestern university

A rare systematic thinker, Habermas has furthered our understanding of modernity, social interaction 
and linguistic practice, societal institutions, rationality, morality, the law, globalization, and the role of 
religion in multicultural societies. He has helped shape discussions of truth, objectivity, normativity, and 
the relationship between the human and the natural sciences. Th is volume provides an accessible and 
comprehensive conceptual map of Habermas’s theoretical framework and its key concepts, including the 
theory of communicative action, discourse ethics, his social-political philosophy and their applications 
to contemporary issues. It will be an invaluable resource for both novice readers of Habermas and those 
interested in a more refi ned understanding of particular aspects of his work.

Contents Introduction, Barbara Fultner | 1. Historical and intellectual contexts, Max Pensky | part i: com-
municative rationality 2. Postmetaphysical thinking, Melissa Yates | 3. Communicative action and formal 
pragmatics, Barbara Fultner | 4. System and lifeworld, Joseph Heath | 5. Autonomy, agency and the self, Joel 
Anderson | part ii: moral and political theory 6. Discourse ethics, William Rehg | 7. Deliberative democ-
racy, Kegin Olson | 8. Discourse theory of law, Christopher Zurn | part iii: politics and social change 9. 
Civil society and social movements, Keith Haysom | 10. Cosmopolitan Democracy, Ciarin Cronin | 11. 
Rationalization, modernity and secularity, Eduardo Mendieta
February 2011  280 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 236- 5

 PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 237- 2

Gilles Deleuze: Key Concepts  NEW EDITION 

Edited by Charles J. Stivale WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY, USA

from reviews of the first edition:

“Accessible and stimulating, this collection is to be recommended both for drop-in and for 
season-ticket pursuants of Deleuze’s conceptual orchestra.” French Studies

“Rigorous and accessible, this book will become the basic starting point for any attempt to 
teach Deleuze.” Lawrence Grossberg university of north carolina

“Charles Stivale has provided a superb collection for the discriminating reader. Th is 
collection of essays must be read by all those who want better access to Deleuze’s creative 
fl ows.” Constantin V. Boundas trent university

Gilles Deleuze is now regarded as one of the most radical philosophers of the twentieth century. His 
work is hugely infl uential across a range of subjects, from philosophy to literature, to art, architecture 
and cultural studies. Gilles Deleuze: Key Concepts provides a guide to Deleuzian thought for any reader 
coming to his writings for the fi rst time. Th is new edition is fully revised and updated and includes three 
new chapters on the event, psychoanalysis and philosophy.

Contents Introduction: Gilles Deleuze, a life in friendship, Charles J. Stivale | part i: philosophies 
1. Force, Kenneth Surin | 2. Expression, Gregg Lambert | 3. Diff erence/repetition, Melissa McMahon | 4. Sense/
series, Judith Poxon and Charles J. Stivale | 5. Th e event, James Williams | part ii: encounters 6. Desire, Gene 
Holland | 7. Psychoanalysis, Kiarina Kordela | 8. Assemblage, Greg Wise | 9. Micropolitics, Karen Houle | 
10. Becoming-woman, Patty Sotirin | 11. Th e minor, Ron Bogue | 12. Style/stutter, Christa Albrecht-Crane | 
13. Logic of sensation, Jennifer Daryl Slack | 14. Cinema: movement-image-recognition-time, Felicity J. Colman 
| part iii: folds 15. From aff ection to soul, Greg Seigworth | 16. Folds and folding, Tom Conley |17. Clinical/
critical, Dan Smith | 18. Philosophy, Gregory Flaxman
September 2011  288 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 287-7

 PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 288-4

Wittgenstein: Key Concepts

Edited by Kelly Dean Jolley AUBURN UNIVERSITY, USA

Contents Introduction, Kelly Dean Jolley | 1. 
Wittgenstein’s philosophical remarks, Kelly Dean 
Jolley | 2. Wittgenstein on meaning and meaning-
blindness, Craig Fox | 3. Language games and 
private language, Lars Hertzberg | 4. Wittgenstein 
on family resemblance, Craig Fox | 5. Ordinary/
everyday language, Rupert Read | 6. Wittgenstein on 
rule- following, Roderick T. Long | 7. Th inking and 
understanding, Phil Hutchinson | 8. Psychologism 
and Philosophical Investigations, Kelly Dean Jolley 
| 9. Moore’s paradox revisited, Avrum Stroll | 10. 
Aspect perception, Avner Baz | 11. Knowing that 
the standard meter is one meter long, Heather Gert 
| 12. Th erapy, Rupert Read and Phil Hutchinson | 13. 
Criteria, Eric Loomis | 14. Grammatical investiga-
tions, Roderick T. Long & Kelly Dean Jolley | 15. 
Teaching and learning, Arata Hamawaki | 16. 
Expression and avowal, David H. Finkelstein 
2010  224 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 188- 7

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 189- 4

Jacques Rancière: Key Concepts 

Edited by Jean- Philippe Deranty 

MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

“An accessible but sophisticated introduction to the 
extraordinarily rich conceptual apparatus of Rancière.”  
 Andrew Schaap university of exeter

Contents Introduction, Jean- Philippe Deranty | 
part i: philosophy 1. Logical revolts, Jean-Philippe 
Deranty | 2. “Th e ignorant schoolmaster”: knowledge 
and authority, Yves Citton | 3. Philosophy and its 
poor: Rancière’s critique of philosophy, Giuseppina 
Mecchi | part ii:  politics 4. Police and oligarchy, 
Samuel A. Chambers | 5. Wrong, disagreement, sub-
jectifi cation, Todd May | 6. Archi politics, para politics, 
metapolitics, Bruno Bosteels | part iii:  poetics 
7. “Partage du sensible”: the distribution of the 
sensible, Davide Panagia | 8. Heretical history and 
the poetics of knowledge, Philip Watts | 9. Regimes of 
the arts, Jean-Philippe Deranty | part iv: aesthet-
ics 10. Expressivity, literarity, mute speech, Alison 
Ross | 11. Image, montage, Toni Ross | 12. Film fables, 
Hassan Melehy 
2010  224 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 232- 7

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 233- 4

KEY CONCEPTS
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Alain Badiou: Key Concepts 

Edited by A. J. Bartlett DEAKIN UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA 

and Justin Clemens UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

“Th is book includes exposition, analysis and appraisal 
of Badiou’s work by some of the best of a new genera-
tion committed to writing about Badiou’s thought 
in an accessible and engaging form. Th ey show how 
Badiou has given a unique turn to French philosophy 
on a wide range of philosophical topics.”   
 Russell Grigg deakin university, australia

Contents Introduction, Badiou’s “form”, A. J. Bartlett 
& Justin Clemens | 1. Biography and early works, 
Oliver Feltham | part i: the foundations of 
 badiou’s thought 2. Philosophy, Oliver Feltham 
| 3. Th e conditions, Justin Clemens | 4. Th e sub-
ject, Bruno Besana | 5. Ontology, Alex Ling | part 
ii: badiou’s key concepts or “conditions” 6. 
Science, Ray Brassier | 7. Love, Sigi Jöttkandt | 8. 
Art, Elie During | 9. Politics, Nina Power & Alberto 
Toscano | part iii: badiou’s engagement with key 
philosophers 10. Plato, A. J. Bartlett | 11. Spinoza, 
Jon Roff e | 12. Kant, Peter Hallward | 13. Hegel, Bruno 
Bosteels | 14. Heidegger, Mark Hewson | 15. Lacan, 
A. J. Bartlett & Justin Clemens | 16. Deleuze, John 
Mullarkey | 17. New directions, Z. L. Fraser 
2010  224 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 229- 7

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 230- 3

Michel Foucault: Key Concepts 

Edited by Dianna Taylor JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY, USA

“An excellent resource for anyone approaching 
Foucault’s work. It off ers authoritative and nuanced 
treatments that mark a new stage in the critical under-
standing and employment of Foucault’s challenging 
thought.” Kevin Th ompson depaul university

Contents Introduction: power, freedom, subjectiv-
ity, Dianna Taylor | part i: power 1. Foucault’s 
theory of power, Richard A. Lynch | 2. Disciplinary 
power, Marcelo Hoff man | 3. Biopower, Chloë 
Taylor | 4. Power/knowledge, Ellen K. Feder | part 
ii: freedom 5. Foucault’s conception of freedom, 
Todd May | 6. Freedom and bodies, Johanna Oksala 
| 7. Freedom and spirituality, Karen Vintges | 8. Th e 
practice of freedom, Eduardo Mendieta | part iii: 
subjectivity 9. Foucault’s theory and practice 
of subjectivity, Ed McGushin | 10. Subjectivity and 
truth, Brad Elliott Stone | 11. Subjectivity and power, 
Cressida J. Heyes | 12. Practices of the self, Dianna 
Taylors
2010  208 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 234- 1

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 235- 8

Merleau- Ponty: Key Concepts

Edited by Rosalyn Diprose UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH 
WALES, AUSTRALIA and Jack Reynolds LA TROBE UNIVERSITY, 
AUSTRALIA

“A fi ne introductory work … would serve well as an 
accompanying textbook in philosophy courses or as 
a guide for scholars unfamiliar with Merleau-Ponty 
wishing for a brief, clear, and comprehensive introduc-
tion.” notre dame philosophical reviews

“An impressive collection of essays by some of the most 
infl uential authors on this key philosopher. Th e editors 
have done an excellent job in their choice of essays 
for inclusion, and have ensured a level of writing that 
allows for comprehension by those without extensive 
academic training.” metapsychology

Contents 1. Life and works, Jack Reynolds | 2. A 
guide, Rosalyn Diprose | 3. Phenomenology and 
“hyper refl ection”, Ted Toadvine | 4. Existentialism, 
Th omas Busch | 5. Between empiricism and intel-
lectualism, Taylor Carman | 6. Psychoanalysis, 
Beata Stawarska | 7. Philosophy of history, Sonia 
Kruks | 8. Politics and the political, Diana Coole | 
9. Art and aesthetics, Hugh J. Silverman | 10. Body, 
David Morris | 11. Perception, David R. Cerbone | 
12. Ambiguity, Gail Weiss | 13. Intersubjectivity 
and alterity, Michael Sanders | 14. Expression, 
Harry Adams | 15. Aff ect and sensibility, Suzanne L. 
Cataldi | 16. Nature and animality, Scott Churchill 
| 17. Chiasm and fl esh, Fred Evans | 18. Feminism 
and race theory, Ann Murphy | 19. Cognitive science, 
Shaun Gallagher | 20. Living well and health studies, 
Philipa Rothfi eld | 21. Sociology, Nick Crossley
2008  272 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 115- 3

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 116- 0

Martin Heidegger: Key Concepts

Edited by Bret W. Davis LOYOLA UNIVERSITY, USA

“A must- read for students of Heidegger’s thought. 
Many of the essays here off er the best interpretation of 
Heidegger’s concepts, and from leading scholars in the 
fi eld.”  
 Robert Metcalf university of colorado, denver

“Th is volume goes straight to the heart of the diffi  culty 
one fi nds in reading Heidegger by addressing and 
clarifying Heidegger’s basic concepts. Th ese essays will 
be benefi cial to all who take Heidegger seriously.”  
 Dennis J. Schmidt penn state university

Contents Introduction: Key concepts in Heidegger’s 
thinking of Being, Bret W. Davis | 1. Hermeneutics of 
facticity, Th eodore Kisiel | 2. Phenomenology, Günter 
Figal | 3. Dasein as Being- in- the- World, Timothy 
Stapleton | 4. Care and authenticity, Charles E. Scott 
| 5. Being and Time, Richard Polt | 6. Th e turn, 
Th omas Sheehan | 7. Heidegger, National Socialism 
and the German people, Charles Bambach | 8. Truth 
as alētheia and the clearing of beyng, Daniel O. 
Dahlstrom | 9. Th e work of art, Jonathan Dronsfi eld 
| 10. Ereignis: the event of appropriation, Daniela 
Vallega- Neu | 11. Th e history of Being, Peter Warnek | 
12. Will and gelassenheit, Bret W. Davis | 13. Ge- stell: 
enframing as the essence of technology, Hans Ruin 
| 14. Language and poetry, John Lysaker | 15. Th e 
fourfold, Andrew J. Mitchell | 16. Ontotheology and 
the question of God(s), Ben Vedder | 17. Heidegger 
on Christianity and divinity, Bret W. Davis
2009  306 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 198- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 199- 3

Immanuel Kant: Key Concepts

Edited by Will Dudley WILLIAMS COLLEGE, USA 
and Kristina Engelhard UNIVERSITY OF COLOGNE, 
GERMANY

Contents Introduction, Will Dudley & Kristina 
Engelhard | part i: theoretical philoso-
phy 1. Critique: knowledge, metaphysics, Günter 
Zöller | 2. Sensibility: space and time, transcendental 
idealism, Emily Carson | 3. Understanding: judge-
ments, categories, schemata, principles, Dietmar 
Heidemann | 4. Reason: syllogisms, ideas, antino-
mies, Michelle Grier | part ii: practical phi-
losophy 5. Freedom: will, autonomy, Paul Guyer | 
6. Practical reason: categorical imperative, maxims, 
laws, Kenneth R. Westphal | 7. Moral obligation: 
rights, duties, virtues, Georg Mohr & Ulli F. H. 
Rühl | 8. Political obligation: property, trade, peace, 
Katrin Flikschuh | part iii: aesthetics, teleology, 
religion 9. Beauty: subjective purposiveness, Kirk 
Pillow | 10. Organism: objective purposiveness, John 
Zammito | 11. Nature and history: ultimate and fi nal 
purpose, Stephen Houlgate | 12. Rational faith: God, 
immortality, grace, Patrick Frierson
2010  240 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 238- 9

   PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 239- 6

Theodor Adorno: Key Concepts

Edited by Deborah Cook WINDSOR UNIVERSITY, CANADA

“Th is collection accomplishes its goal to lead us 
‘through the intricate labyrinth of Adorno’s work’. It is 
a reliable guide and will leave readers of Adorno less 
perplexed.” notre dame philosophical reviews

Contents 1. Th eodor W. Adorno: an introduc-
tion, Deborah Cook | 2. Infl uences and impact, 
Deborah Cook | 3. Adorno and logic, Alison Stone 
| 4. Metaphysics, Espen Hammer | 5. Between 
ontology and epistemology, Ståle Finke | 6. Moral 
philosophy, Fabian Freyenhagen | 7. Social phi-
losophy, Pauline Johnson | 8. Political philosophy, 
Marianne Tettlebaum | 9. Aesthetics, Ross Wilson | 
10. Philosophy of culture, Robert W. Witkin | 
11. Philosophy of history, Brian O’Connor
2008  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 119- 1

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 120- 7

Pierre Bourdieu: Key Concepts

Edited by Michael Grenfell 

TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN, IRELAND

“Th e book manages that extraordinary feat of off ering 
both accessible introductions to Bourdieu’s concepts 
that are ‘good to think with’ whilst also off ering a depth 
of analysis that will engage scholars already familiar 
with Bourdieu’s work.”  
 Arthur Frank university of calgary

Contents Introduction, Michael Grenfell | 1. 
Biography of Bourdieu, Michael Grenfell | 2. Th eory 
of practice, Derek Robbins | 3. Habitus, Karl Maton 
| 4. Field, Patricia Th omson | 5. Social class, Nick 
Crossley | 6. Capital, Robert Moore | 7. Doxa, Cécile 
Deer | 8. Hysteresis, Cheryl Hardy | 9. Interest, 
Michael Grenfell | 10. Conatus, Steve Fuller | 11. 
Suff ering, J. Daniel Schubert | 12. Refl exivity, Cécile 
Deer | Conclusion, Michael Grenfell | Methodological 
principles, Michael Grenfell 
2008  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 117- 7

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 118- 4

KEY CONCEPTS
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Global Ethics  TEXT   NEW 
An Introduction

Heather Widdows UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM

“An excellent text which deserves to become the standard introduction to the topic.”  
 Bob Brecher university of brighton

“Th ose looking for a vivid and accessible overview of the best contem porary thinking 
about global ethics should read this book.” Leif Wenar king’s college london

“A highly engaging and excellent introduction to ethical issues in a global context. A delight-
fully fresh approach that students will fi nd stimulating and rewarding.”  

 Gillian Brock university of auckland

Global ethics addresses some of the most pressing contemporary ethical concerns today, including 
rogue states, torture, scarce resources, poverty, migration, consumption, global trade, medical tourism, 
and humanitarian intervention. It is both topical and important. How we resolve (or fail to resolve) the 
dilemmas of global ethics shapes how we understand ourselves, our relationships with each other and 
the social and political frameworks of governance now and into the future. Th is is seen most clearly in 
the case of climate change, where our actions now determine the environment our grand children will 
inherit, but it is also the case in other areas as our decisions about what it is permissible for humans 
beings to do to each other de termines the type of beings we are. Th is book, suitable for course use, intro-
duces students to the theory and practice of global ethics, ranging over issues in global governance and 
citizenship, poverty and develop ment, war and terrorism, bioethics, environmental and climate ethics 
and gender justice.
July 2011  288 pages HB £50.00 978-1-84465-281-5

 PB £16.99 978-1-84465-282-2

Metaethics  TEXT   NEW 
An Introduction

Andrew Fisher UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM

Do moral facts exist? What would they be like if they did? What does it mean to 
say that a moral claim is true? What is the link between moral judgement and 
motivation? Can we know whether something is right and wrong? Is morality a 
fi ction? Metaethics: An Introduction presents a very clear and engaging survey of 
the key concepts and positions in what has become one of the most exciting and 
infl uential fi elds of philosophy. Free from technicality and jargon, the book covers 

the main ideas that have shaped metaethics from the work of G. E. Moore to the latest thinking. Written 
specifi cally for beginning students, the book assumes no prior philosophical knowledge. Th e book high-
lights ways to avoid common errors, off ers hints and tips on learning the subject, includes a glossary of 
core terms, and provides guidance for further study.
July 2011  288 pages HB £50.00 978-1-84465-257-0

 PB £16.99 978-1-84465-258-7

Ethics for a Broken World  TEXT   NEW 

Tim Mulgan UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS

“A bold, creative, provocative, ingenious and important book that will be of tremendous 
interest to students and teachers of ethical, political and environmental philosophy.”   
 John Seery pomona college, california

Imagine living in the future in a world already damaged by humankind, a world 
where resources are insuffi  cient to meet everyone’s basic needs and where a cha-
otic climate makes life precarious. Th en imagine looking back into the past, back 
to our own time and assessing the ethics of the early twenty-fi rst century. Ethics 

for a Broken World imagines how the future might judge us and how living in a time of global environ-
mental degradation might utterly reshape the politics and ethics of the future. Th e book is presented as a 
series of “history of philosophy lectures” given in the future, studying the classic texts from a past age of 
affl  uence, our own time. Th e central ethical questions of our time are shown to look very diff erent from 
the perspective of a ruined world. Th e aim of Ethics for a Broken World is to look at our present with the 
benefi t of hindsight – to reimagine contemporary philosophy in an historical context – and to highlight 
the contingency of our own moral and political ideals. 
October 2011  256 pages HB £50.00 978-1-84465-487-1

 PB £16.99 978-1-84465-488-8

MORAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

Ethics and Experience  TEXT 
Life Beyond Moral Theory

Tim Chappell THE OPEN UNIVERSITY

“What is hard to fi nd is a textbook that introduces 
and explains both metaethics and normative ethical 
theory to beginners in a way that is clear and acces-
sible without sacrifi cing breadth or philosophical 
depth. And some of the standard secondary texts that 
are reasonably accessible and thorough are just a little 
tedious: rehearsing the same old arguments, the same 
old examples, the same old theories. If that has been 
your experience, then here is a book for you.”  
 notre dame philosophical reviews

Ethics and Experience presents a wide- ranging 
and thought- provoking introduction to the 
question, fi rst posed by Socrates, “How is life to 
be lived?” It treats ethics as a single and broadly 
unifi ed fi eld of enquiry in which the abstract 
questions of metaethics and the real- world issues 
of applied ethics are immediately and directly 
connected. 
2009  240 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 146- 7

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 147- 4

Cosmopolitanism

A Philosophy for Global Ethics

Stan van Hooft DEAKIN UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

“Th e book is much much more than a review of diff er-
ent positions: it successfully defends the idea of cosmo-
politanism against its many critics. Th e discussion has 
implications for global ethics, international relations 
and global justice.” Wim Vandekerckhove 
 ghent university

Cosmopolitanism is a demanding and conten-
tious moral position that urges us to include the 
whole world in our moral concerns and to apply 
the standards of impartiality and equity across 
boundaries of nationality, race, religion or gender. 
Th is book explains and espouses the values of 
cosmopolitanism, adjudicates between various 
forms of cosmopolitanism, and defends it against 
its critics. 
2009  208 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 192- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 193- 1

Rights and Reason

An Introduction to the Philosophy of 

Rights

Jonathan Gorman QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY OF BELFAST

Drawing on positions in epistemology, metaphys-
ics and the theory of human nature as well as on 
the ideas of canonical thinkers, Gorman provides 
an introduction to the philosophy of rights that 
is fi rmly grounded in the history of philosophy 
as well as the concerns of contemporary political 
and legal philosophy. 
2003  240 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 73- 7

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 74- 4
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The Return of Feminist Liberalism  NEW 

Ruth Abbey UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME, USA

“A meticulously researched, thoughtful, and clearly written discussion of crucial develop-
ments in feminist liberal theory over the past fi ft y years. A tremendously valuable contri-
bution to feminist theory.”  Molly Shanley vassar college

“It is likely to become the go-to resource for scholars and students inter ested in liberal 
feminism, or feminist liberalism.” Amy Baehr hofstra university, new york

“A very useful and scholarly work that engages with one of the continuing and most 
important debates in contemporary feminist theory.”  

 Anne Phillips london school of economics

While it is uncontroversial to point to the liberal roots of feminism, a ma jor issue in English-language 
feminist political thought over the last few decades has been whether feminism’s association with lib-
eralism should be relegated to the past. Can liberalism continue to serve feminist pur poses? Th is book 
examines the positions of three contemporary femi nists – Martha Nussbaum, Susan Moller Okin and 
Jean Hampton – who, notwithstanding decades of feminist critique, are unwilling to give up on liberal-
ism. Th is book examines why, and in what ways, each of these the orists believes that liberalism off ers the 
normative and political resources for the improvement of women’s situations. It also brings out and tries 
to explain and evaluate the diff erences among them, notwithstanding their shared allegiance to liberal-
ism. In so doing, the book goes to the heart of recent debates in feminist and political theory.
May 2011  352 pages HB £50.00 978-1-84465-269-3 

 PB £18.99 978-1-84465-270-9

Moralism  NEW 
A Study of a Vice

Craig Taylor FLINDERS UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

Moralism involves the distortion of moral thought, the distortion of refl ection 
and judgement. It is a vice, and one to which many – from the philosopher to the 
media pundit to the politician – are highly susceptible. Th is book examines the 
nature of moralism in specifi c moral judgements and the ways in which moral 
philosophy and theories about morality can themselves become skewed by this 
vice. Th e book ranges across a wide range of topics: the problem of the demand-

ingness of morality; the confl ict between moral and other values; the contrast between the practice of 
moral philosophy and other modes of moral thought or refl ection; moralism in the media; and moral-
ism in the public discussion of literature and art. Th is highly original and provocative book will be of 
interest to students of philosophy, psychology, theology and media, and to anyone who takes a serious 
interest in contemporary morality.
December 2011  192 pages HB £45.00 978-1-84465-493-2

 PB £14.99 978-1-84465-494-9

Annihilation

The Sense and Signifi cance of Death

Christopher Belshaw THE OPEN UNIVERSITY

“A wonderful book. Annihilation is one of those rare 
books that both makes signifi cant contributions to 
the debate of which it is a part, and yet which is still 
accessible enough to be read by all with an interest in 
its topic. Highly recommended.”  
 journal of applied philosophy

“Engaging and insightful. It will interest many 
thoughtful people, especially those who have spent rest-
less nights thinking about life’s ending.”  
 Steven Luper the philosophical quarterly

“Belshaw helpfully lays out the most important issues 
and critically discusses alternative proposals in the 
literature. Oft en his critiques are compelling, and they 
are always worth careful attention. Th e book is chock 
full of argumentation that frequently calls into ques-
tion attractive views that are deemed plausible (and 
defended) by other philosophers. Belshaw’s discussions 
are invariably subtle, sophisticated and illuminating. A 
very fi ne book. Highly recommended.”  
 notre dame philosophical reviews
2008  272 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 134- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 135- 1

Environmental Philosophy

Reason, Nature and Human Concern

Christopher Belshaw THE OPEN UNIVERSITY

“A detailed, interesting and rigorous account of envi-
ronmental ethics which is simultaneously readable, 
philosophically precise and informed by a well argued 
point of view.” environmental politics
2001  336 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 902683- 20- 1

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 902683- 21- 8

How to be a Green Liberal

Nature, Value and Liberal Philosophy

Simon Hailwood UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL

“How to be a Green Liberal takes us back to the core 
question: what should nature itself mean to us? It 
thereby redefi nes the debate on greening liberalism – 
for years to come, we shall be forced to struggle with 
Hailwood’s ideas.” environmental values
2003  208 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 902683- 83- 6

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 902683- 84- 3

Historical Judgement

The Limits of Historiographical Choice

Jonathan Gorman QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY OF BELFAST

“Jonathan Gorman has established himself as the 
most important British philosopher of history since 
Collingwood.” Richard Vann wesleyan university

Jonathan Gorman develops the history of histori-
ography and explores the character of histori-
ography as presented by historians. By bringing 
together the ideas of historians and philosophers, 
 Gorman presents a practitioner- focused exami-
nation of the discipline of  history, one that will, 
hopefully, encourage historians to think more 
about the nature of what they do.
2007  288 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 109- 2

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 110- 8

MORAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

Popper’s Legacy

Rethinking Politics, Economics 

and  Science

Raphael Sassower 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, COLORADO SPRINGS, USA

“A unique philosophy text – one in which the author’s 
own pilgrimage from the epistemology to the ethics of 
science is used to model Popper’s similar journey fi ft y 
years earlier. Th e book succeeds in humanizing one of 
the forbidding giants of twentieth- century philosophy.”  
 Steve Fuller university of warwick 
2006  160 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 066- 8

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 067- 5

Ethical Choices in 
Contemporary Medicine

Raphael Sassower and Mary Ann Cutter 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, COLORADO SPRINGS, USA

Ethical Choices in Contemporary Medicine exam-
ines the epistemological foundations of medicine 
to show that many of today’s bioethical problems 
have their roots in how medical knowledge is estab-
lished, evaluated and transmitted. Th ese episte-
mological concerns frame the medical choices and 
claims we make, from how medical responsibility is 
sanctioned to how medical care is allocated. 
2007  160 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 105- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 106- 1
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Darwinian Creativity and Memetics  NEW 

Maria Kronfeldner UNIVERSITY OF BIELEFELD, GERMANY

Maria Kronfeldner examines how Darwinism has been used to explain novelty and 
change in culture through the Darwinian approach to cre ativity and the theory of 
memes. Th e fi rst claims that creativity is based on a Darwinian process of blind vari-
ation and selection, while the latter claims that culture is based on and explained by 
units – memes – that are similar to genes. Both theories try to describe and explain 
mind and culture by applying Darwinism by way of analogies. Kronfeldner shows 
that the analogies involved in these theories lead to claims that give either wrong 

or at least no new descriptions or explanations of the phenom ena at issue. Whereas the two approaches 
are usually defended or criti cized on the basis that they are dangerous for our vision of ourselves, this 
book takes a diff erent perspective: it questions the acuteness of these approaches. Darwinian theory is 
not like a dangerous wolf, hunting for our self image. Far from it, in the case of the two analogical applica-
tions addressed in this book, Darwinian theory is shown to behave more like a disoriented sheep in wolf ’s 
clothing.
March 2011  240 pages HB £40.00 978-1-84465-256-4

Acumen Research Editions

PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE

Psychiatry and Philosophy of  Science

Rachel Cooper UNIVERSITY OF LANCASTER

“An excellent resource for undergraduate students 
in philosophy, in the sciences or in medicine, but 
also for more advanced scholars who will appreciate 
the sophisticated appraisal of methods, theories and 
practices in psychiatry.” mind

“A signifi cant contribution to the burgeoning literature 
on the philosophy of psychiatry and deserves to be 
widely read.” analysis reviews

“An excellent and thought- provoking introduction 
to those interested in exploring the fruitful interface 
between psychiatry and the philosophy of science.”  
 psychological medicine
2007  192 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 107- 8

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 108- 5

Philosophy and Science

This series off ers fresh treatments of core topics 
in the theory and methodology of scientifi c 
knowledge, and introductions to new areas of the 
discipline. Furthermore, the series covers topics in 
current science that raise signifi cant foundational 
issues both for scientifi c theory and for philoso-
phy more generally.

Theories of Scientifi c Method

Robert Nola UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND 
and Howard Sankey UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, 
AUSTRALIA

“A comprehensive and thoroughly excellent intro-
ductory textbook to the philosophy of science. Th e 
discussion is fresh and lively; and the focus upon the 
distinction between methods and meta- methods not 
only helps to situate some otherwise rather abstract 
issues and debates, it also adds a valuable extra 
dimension to some familiar themes.”  
 notre dame philosophical reviews
2007  394 pages HB £60.00 978- 1- 84465- 084- 2

   PB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 085- 9

Philosophy of Biology

Brian Garvey UNIVERSITY OF LANCASTER

“An accessibly written introductory textbook that 
covers considerable ground … views and arguments 
are explained clearly. Garvey’s book illustrates how 
biology has become relevant for a wide range of dis-
ciplines, including epistemology, religion, and ethics. 
Some of these topics are not always seen as parts of 
philosophy of biology proper. In taking a broad and 
inclusive view of philosophy of biology, the book may 
appeal to a readership with diverse interests and 
backgrounds.”  
 british journal for the philosophy of science
2007  288 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 070- 5

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 071- 2

Models and Theories  NEW 

Roman Frigg LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS

As scientists spend a substantial part of their time building, testing, comparing 
and revising theories or models, it is no surprise that the nature of theories and 
models is a subject of central importance within the philosophy of science. Th is 
book provides a critical survey of, and introduction to, the debates surround-
ing theories and models within analytical philosophy of science. It combines 
coverage of standard topics such as the syntactic and semantic views of theories 
as well as ones less oft en discussed in connection with models and theories 
but which nevertheless are shown to have a clear bearing on the topic, such as 

Munich structuralism, thought experiments, the applicability of mathematics in the empirical sciences 
and measurement theory. Th e book provides a clearly structured and systematic introduction to a 
fi eld, which, due to its richness and complexity, is diffi  cult to master, and by focusing our attention on 
central issues and by examining where we stand on these, it also lays bare lacunas in the literature and 
points to future directions of research.
November 2011  256 pages    HB £55.00 978-1-84465-490-1

      PB £18.99 978-1-84465-491-8

Time and Space  SECOND EDITION   TEXT 
Barry Dainton UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL

reviews of the first edition

“Indispensable … it is very diffi  cult to see how the job 
of introducing time and space to the philosophically 
interested could have been better done.”  
 philosophical books

“An immensely rich and informative discussion. It 
should be on all space and time reading lists, both for 
philosophers and for physicists.” philosophy

“An impressive work which deserves a wide audience”  
 australasian journal of philosophy

“Chock- full of arguments. It is much more than an 
introduction to the issues it concentrates on.” mind

Th is fully revised and expanded new edition sees 
the addition of chapters on Zeno’s paradoxes, 
speculative contemporary developments in 
physics, and dynamic time, making the second 
edition, once again, unrivalled in its breadth of 
coverage. 
2010  480 pages HB £60.00 978- 1- 84465- 190- 0

   PB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 191- 7
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PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE / LOGIC AND METAPHYSICS

Logic and How it Gets that Way

Dale Jacquette UNIVERSITY OF BERN, SWITZERLAND

“Th e questions this book deals with deserve close investigation. Th e book also off ers a rare 
opportunity to think about the limitations of our standard logic and semantic analysis 
from an overall perspective.” notre dame philosophical reviews

In this challenging and provocative analysis, Dale Jacquette argues that contempo-
rary philosophy labours under a number of historically inherited delusions about 
the nature of logic and the philosophical signifi cance of certain formal properties 
of specifi c types of logical constructions. Exposing some of the key misconceptions 
about formal symbolic logic and its relation to thought, language and the world, 
Jacquette clears the ground of some very well- entrenched philosophical doctrines 
about the nature of logic, including some of the most fundamental seldom- 
questioned parts of elementary propositional and predicate- quantifi cational logic. 
2010  320 pages HB £40.00 978-1-84465-142-9

Acumen Research Editions

Modal Logics and Philosophy  SECOND EDITION 

Rod Girle UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

“An excellent book. Girle not only knows logic, he also knows how it ought to be taught. In 
this book, we see the fruits of Girle’s eff orts in teaching modal logic to advanced philoso-
phy students. Th e results bear all of the marks of Girle’s distinctive style. It is accessible, 
packed full of interesting, useful examples, and just the right amount of detail necessary 
to illuminate the core ideas.” australasian journal of philosophy

Th e second edition sees the addition of two new chapters on conditionals. Other 
chapters have been revised and updated to strengthen the book as a fully compre-
hensive introduction to modal logics and their application suitable for course use.
2009  244 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 207- 5

 PB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 208- 2

Truth and Truth- making

Edited by E. J. Lowe UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM 
and A. Rami UNIVERSITY OF GÖTTINGEN, GERMANY

“A useful source. It includes a number of key papers in the truth-maker literature and 
off ers up-to-date views on the existing debates. Th e volume will provide working philoso-
phers with a handy source of ‘classic’ papers, as well as some new and innovative ideas 
and arguments. Th e range of papers included ought to provide a useful collection for an 
upper-level undergraduate class or graduate class. Anyone who has an interest in the 
truth-maker debate will most likely fi nd something here that makes it worth owning the 
book.” metapsychology

Contributors D. M. Armstrong, Marian David, Herbert Hochberg, Paul Horwich, 
David Lewis, E. J. Lowe, Kevin Mulligan, Josh Parsons, A. Rami, Greg Restall, Gonzalo 
Rodriguez- Pereyra, Peter Simons, Barry Smith
2008  288 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 144- 3

 PB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 145- 0

Possible Worlds

Rod Girle UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

“extremely useful as a textbook for senior undergraduate or graduate students in philoso-
phy and logic … the only one that cuts through the metaphysical abstraction and analyzes 
possible worlds theory in plain language and in a practical manner. It is the fi rst book 
that instead of simply advocating possible worlds, or using the device to promote some 
version of modal logic, in eff ect, deconstructs the notion, putting it into question and 
subjecting it to critical scrutiny that it oft en does not stand up to very well.”  
 history and philosophy of logic
2003  224 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 902683- 68- 3

 PB £18.99 978- 1- 902683- 69- 0

The Metaphysics of Scientifi c Realism

Brian Ellis UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

Brian Ellis develops the metaphysics of scientifi c 
realism to the point where it begins to take on 
the characteristics of a fi rst philosophy, that is, 
as a theory about the nature of reality that can 
reasonably adjudicate on theories in other fi elds 
of enquiry in which assumptions are made about 
the basic nature of the world. As most people 
understand it, scientifi c realism is not yet such a 
theory. Nevertheless, Ellis shows that the original 
arguments that led to scientifi c realism may be 
deployed more widely than they were originally to 
fi ll out a more complete picture of what there is. 
2009  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 205- 1

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 206- 8

Philosophy of Nature

A Guide to the New Essentialism

Brian Ellis UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

“Ellis’s challenge to the dominant world view of con-
temporary metaphysics represents a welcome addition 
to a literature that usually simply takes that world 
view for granted.” mind
2002  192 pages  HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 61- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 62- 1

Space, Time and Einstein

An Introduction

J. B. Kennedy UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

“A wealth of information and refl ection presented as 
simply as the material allows … A masterful blending 
of physics, mathematics, metaphysics, ethical refl ec-
tions, intellectual history and historical context … a 
good text for an introductory course, or background 
reading for a more advanced course.”  
international journal of philosophical studies
2003  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 66- 9

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 67- 6

The Knowledge Book

Key Concepts in Philosophy, Science and 

Culture

Steve Fuller UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

“A lively and engaging book that provides sharp and 
insightful overviews of some of the most important 
concepts and terms on the cultural and philosophical 
aspects of knowledge. An essential reference.”  
 Gerard Delanty university of sussex
2007  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 097- 2

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 098- 9

Introducing Philosophy of 
Mathematics

Michéle Friend GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, USA

Th is textbook introduces the central debates in the 
philosophy of mathematics. It is aimed at upper- 
level undergraduates with a limited profi ciency in 
mathematics but who have completed a fi rst- year 
formal logic course. 
2007  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 060- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 061- 3
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MIND AND LANGUAGE / AESTHETICS

Film, Theory and Philosophy
The Key Thinkers

Edited by Felicity Colman 

MANCHESTER METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY

“In terms of theoretical scope, the book could hardly 
be more comprehensive; in terms of ambition, it could 
hardly be more colossal. Colman has ably managed to 
strike a balance between concision and rigour. For the 
most part, the contributions come across as taut and 
easily digestible, and function as all good introductions 
to theoretical fi gures should: giving the reader a broad 
sense of the thinker’s context and their contribution to 
the fi eld, and encouraging us to delve more deeply into 
the original writings.” senses of cinema

“A timely and necessary anthology for both research 
and teaching purposes, shaping and consolidating the 
parameters of this fi eld in an inclusive and comprehen-
sive manner.” film criticism

Contents Introduction: What is Film- philosophy? 
Felicity Colman | part i: what is cinema? 1. Hugo 
Münsterberg, Robert Sinnerbrink | 2. Vilém Flusser, 
Adrian Martin | 3. Siegfried Kracauer, Drehli Robnik 
| 4. Th eodor Adorno, Julie Kuhlken | 5. Antonin 
Artaud, Anna Powell | 6. Henri Bergson, Dorothea 
Olkowski | 7. Maurice Merleau- Ponty, Helen A. 
Fielding | 8. Emmanuel Levinas, Sarah Cooper | 9. 
André Bazin, Hunter Vaughan | 10. Roland Barthes, 
Colin Gardner | part ii: politics of the cinematic 
century 11. Serge Daney, Garin Dowd | 12. Jean- 
Luc Godard, Zsuzsa Baross | 13. Stanley Cavell, 
Rex Butler | 14. Jean- Luc Nancy, Clare Colebrook 
| 15. Jacques Derrida, Louise Burchill | 16. Gilles 
Deleuze, John Mullarkey | 17. Sarah Kofman, Tom 
Conley | 18. Paul Virilio, Felicity Colman | 19. Jean 
Baudrillard, Catherine Constable | 20. Jean- François 
Lyotard, Lisa Trahair | 21. Fredric Jameson, Scott 
Durham | 22. Félix Guattari, Gary Genosko | part iii: 
cinematic nature 23. Raymond Bellour, Michael 
Goddard | 24. Christian Metz, Richard Rushton | 
25. Julia Kristeva, Patricia MacCormack | 26. Laura 
Mulvey, David Sorfa | 27. Homi K. Bhabha, Patricia 
Pisters | 28. Slavoj Žižek, Laurence Simmons | 29. 
Stephen Heath, Fred Botting | 30. Alain Badiou, 
Stephen Zepke | 31. Jacques Rancière, Sudeep 
Dasgupta | 32. Giorgio Agamben, Christian McCrea 
2009  416 pages HB £60.00 978- 1- 84465- 184- 9

   PB £19.99 978- 1- 84465- 185- 6

Philosophy of Music

R. A. Sharpe UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID

“Anyone who cares about music and philosophizing 
about it will fi nd Sharpe’s book a pleasure to read. Its 
wealth of examples gives it a juiciness lacking in much 
analytic philosophy. And its personal tone is refresh-
ing.” philosophical books

“Sharpe writes engagingly about meaning and value 
in music. Aft er reading this book, you won’t be able 
to prove that Schubert is profound or that Britten is 
better than Tippett; but Sharpe shows that the failure 
of such proofs refl ects the humanism and individuality 
for which we value the arts most highly.”  
 the guardian
2004  196 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 000- 2

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 001- 9

Philosophy, Neuroscience and Consciousness  NEW 

Rex Welshon UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, COLORADO SPRINGS, USA

“Th e combination of philosophy with a detailed review and analysis of relevant neuro-
science is very welcome. Th is book provides both means and motivation for philosophers 
to incorporate signifi cant knowledge of neuroscience into their refl ections. A valuable 
contribution to the literature.” Stephen Butterfi ll  university of warwick

Explaining consciousness is one of the last great unanswered scientifi c and philo-
sophical problems. Immediately known, familiar and obvious, consciousness is 
also baffl  ing, opaque and strange. Rex Welshon introduces the current neurosci-

entifi c proposals about consciousness and discusses them from a philosophical point of view. Welshon’s 
engagement with recent cognitive science and neurophysiology sets this book apart from other 
philosophical introductions. In his discussion, Welshon shows that although the advances made in the 
last twenty years in the scientifi c study of consciousness have been extraordinary, the philosophical and 
empirical diffi  culties researchers continue to face are huge. Indeed, for every promising empirical and 
philosophical theory of consciousness that Welshon examines, devastating empirical and philosophical 
objections are shown to exist. Simple and incontrovertible features of consciousness are shown to entail 
massive peculiarity, which the best scientifi c theories of consciousness need to respect.
January 2011  400 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 158- 0

 PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 159- 7

Phenomenal Consciousness

Understanding the Relation Between 

Experience and Neural Processes in the 

Brain

Dimitris Platchias UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW

Contemporary neuroscience is teaching us that 
our mental states correlate with neural processes 
in the brain. However, although we know that 
experience arises from a physical basis, we do 
not have a good explanation of why and how this 
happens. Th e problem of how physical processes 
give rise to experience is the “hard problem” 
of consciousness and it is the contemporary 
manifestation of the mind–body problem that has 
exercised philosophers since Descartes. Th is book 
explains the key concepts that surround the issue 
as well as the nature of the hard problem and the 
approaches to it. It provides a comprehensive 
treatment of the phenomenon incorporating its 
main metaphysical and epistemic aspects, as well 
as recent empirical fi ndings, such as the phenom-
enon of blindsight, change blindness, visual-form 
agnosia and optic ataxia, mirror recognition 
in other primates, split-brain cases and visual 
extinction.
2010  224 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 248- 8

   PB £17.99 978- 1- 84465- 249- 5

A Sceptical Guide to Meaning and 
Rules

Defending Kripke’s Wittgenstein

Martin Kusch VIENNA UNIVERSITY, AUSTRIA

“A very important book which advances the discussion 
of Kripke’s Wittgenstein on many fronts. No future 
discussion of KW, or of rule- following in general, can 
ignore this book.” philosophical quarterly

“An excellent and stimulating work … a genuine 
contribution to the discussion that deserves serious 
attention and provides considerable food for thought.”  
 mind
2006  288 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 064- X

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 065- X

How to Understand Language

A Philosophical Inquiry

Bernhard Weiss UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

Bernhard Weiss explores the reasons why lan-
guage is so hard to understand from a philo-
sophical point of view. Aft er fi nding fault with 
approaches based on philosophical analysis or 
translation, Weiss undertakes an extended investi-
gation of the programme of constructing a theory 
of meaning. In arguing strongly against the roles 
of both truth theory and radical interpretation, he 
off ers novel arguments for a number of distinctive 
claims about some key issues in philosophy of 
language, centrally, those of the normativity and 
publicity of meaning.
2009  288 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 196- 2

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 197- 9

Rule- Following and Meaning

Edited by Alexander Miller UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
and Crispin Wright UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN

Contributors Simon Blackburn, Paul Boghossian, 
Graeme Forbes, Warren Goldfarb, Paul Horwich, 
John McDowell, Colin McGinn, Alexander Miller, 
Ruth Millikan, Philip Pettit, George Wilson, Crispin 
Wright, Jose Zalabardo
2002   312 pages HB £60.00 978- 1- 902683- 49- 2

   PB £19.99 978- 1- 902683- 50- 8

Externalism

Putting Mind and World Back Together 

Again

Mark Rowlands UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI, USA

“Rowland’s survey is well designed for its intended 
audience; the prose is consistently clear and straight-
forward, avoiding undue complications. Relevant 
philosophical background is unobtrusively provided 
when needed. He judiciously balances his own argu-
mentation with his review of the existing literature 
… what is most remarkable is its breadth: the book 
could almost double as a general introduction to the 
philosophy of mind.” mind
2003  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 77- 5

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 78- 2
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CENTRAL PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHY

A Priori  NEW 

Edwin Mares VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND

In recent years many infl uential philosophers have advocated that philosophy is 
an a priori science. Yet very few epistemology textbooks discuss a priori knowl-
edge at any length, focusing instead on empirical knowledge and empirical 
justifi cation. As a priori knowledge has moved centre stage, the literature remains 
either too technical or too out of date to make up a reasonable component of an 
undergraduate course. Edwin Mares’s book aims to rectify this. Th e book seeks 
to make accessible to students the standard topics and current debates within a 
priori knowledge, including necessity and certainty, rationalism, empiricism and 

analyticity, Quine’s attack on the a priori, Kantianism, Aristotelianism, mathematical knowledge, moral 
knowledge, logical knowledge and philosophical knowledge.
September 2011  240 pages HB £45.00 978-1-84465-284-6

 PB £14.99 978-1-84465-285-3

God  NEW 

W. Jay Wood WHEATON COLLEGE, USA

“Th ere are many introductions to the philosophy of religion on the market but this book 
stands out for its clarity, liveliness of approach and its engagement with many of the most 
recent contributions to the fi eld.”  
 Elizabeth Burns heythrop college, university of london

“Jay Wood’s book is wise, insightful, engaging and up-to-date. Even-handed and fair-
minded, this text is a terrifi c introduction to the philosophy of religion.”  
 Paul Copan palm beach atlantic university, florida 

Questions of God’s existence have exercised philosophers since antiquity. Are there adequate reasons to 
think that God exists? And, if God exists, what is God like? In this book Jay Wood provides a sustained 
and fresh examination of these central questions. Th roughout his discussion Wood draws on the most 
recent writings in the fi eld as well as classic arguments and off ers readers a clear, balanced and incisive 
analysis of the core philosophical arguments for the existence of God. Th e book equips readers with the 
necessary understanding of issues in natural theology that will enable them to tackle more specialized 
and complex questions in the philosophy of religion.
January 2011  224 pages HB £45.00 978- 1- 84465- 246- 4

 PB £14.99 978- 1- 84465- 247- 1

Modality

Joseph Melia UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

“A marvellously presented book: it is lucid, thought- 
provoking, and meets the highest standards of argu-
ment.” philosophical quarterly

“A must- read for anyone interested in the metaphysics 
of modality.” philosophical books
2003  200 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 47- 8

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 48- 5

Rights

Duncan Ivison UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

“Ivison does a skillful job of showing how adopting a 
naturalistic approach to rights allows us to revisit our 
understanding of core distinctions in the theory of rights, 
and to recast these distinctions so we can grasp them in 
new ways.” notre dame philosophical reviews
2008  296 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 080- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 081- 1

Perception

Barry Maund UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

“A great contribution to the literature. An exception-
ally good guide to those interested in getting a foothold 
on the metaphysical and mind aspects of perception.”  
 philosophy in review
2003  240 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 59- 1

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 60- 7

Death

Geoff rey Scarre UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM

“Scarre succeeds brilliantly in laying out many of the 
mind- blowing problems and paradoxes of death. With 
great competence and skill, Scarre takes on the role of 
guide and teacher who breaks down diffi  cult arguments 
and positions for his readers. And since death is such 
a complicated and tricky matter, this, in itself, is a feat 
worth celebrating.” ethical perspectives
2007  184 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 082- 8

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 083- 5

Mind and Body

Robert Kirk UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM

“Pedagogically effi  cient, it is also stylistically colourful 
and breezy. Indeed, I predict that Kirk will replace 
some of the more robotic philosophers servicing this 
area with his thoughtful and enthusiastic book.”  
 philosophical books
2003  208 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 79- 9

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 80- 5

Paradox

Doris Olin GLENDON COLLEGE, YORK UNIVERSITY, CANADA

“A fascinating survey of the status of many philosophi-
cal conundrums, and as thought- provoking a book as 
one could hope to fi nd.” sunday telegraph
2003  232 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 81- 2

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 82- 9

Truth

Pascal Engel UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

“A clear, succinct and very useful review of discussions 
of the concept of truth.” Richard Rorty

“Well- informed, giving a judicious view of a great deal 
of the recent work on truth … the discussions are clear 
and helpful, and students both at introductory and at 
quite advanced levels will be very grateful for it.”  
 Simon Blackburn university of cambridge
2002  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 57- 7

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 58- 4

Meaning

David E. Cooper UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM

“Forthright, lively and ambitious … a stimulating 
 introduction to the topic of meaning [that] makes a 
persuasive case for taking this topic to be of central 
importance to philosophy, insofar as the phenomenon 
is central to life.” ratio
2003  160 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 75- 1

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 76- 8

Causation and Explanation

Stathis Psillos UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS, GREECE

WINNER OF THE BSPS PRESIDENT’S PRIZE 
FOR A TEXTBOOK IN PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE 

“Th ere is no better introduction to the issues than this, 
and it will certainly become a standard course text and 
reference work … an excellent book.” metascience
2002  336 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 902683- 41- 6

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 902683- 42- 3

Scepticism

Neil Gascoigne UNIVERSITY OF SURREY ROEHAMPTON

“A vivid and clearly written tour de force, admirably 
ready and willing to dismiss any position in epistemol-
ogy if it ignores the sceptical problem.”  
 the philosophers’ magazine
2002  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 45- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 46- 1

Realism and Anti- Realism

Stuart Brock and Edwin Mares 

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND

“Essential reading for anyone who is interested in the 
contemporary realism/anti- realism debate.”  
 Eugenio Lombardo university of leeds
2007  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 024- 8

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 025- 5
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Thomas Nagel 

Alan Thomas UNIVERSITY OF KENT

“A welcome and timely addition to Acumen’s 
Philosophy Now series. Nagel richly deserves to have 
his signifi cant insights brought to the attention of an 
even wider readership. Alan Th omas provides this 
service in an informed and highly professional work.”  
 international journal of philosophical studies 
2009  288 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 034- 7

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 035- 4

Robert Brandom

Jeremy Wanderer UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN, 
SOUTH AFRICA

“An intelligent, interesting, economical, unpretentious, 
and accurate exposition of the main features of Robert 
Brandom’s philosophy of language. Wanderer gets 
Brandom to speak for himself, without using the his-
tory of philosophy as a mouthpiece, and the voice we 
hear is much clearer.”  
 notre dame philosophical reviews
2008  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 087- 3

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 088- 0

Relativism

Paul O’Grady TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN, IRELAND

“O’Grady manages to cover a great deal of territory, 
to consider a great many positions and arguments, 
to make some important and illuminating clarifi ca-
tions, and also to take a position, rather than merely 
canvassing the positions taken by others.”  
 australasian journal of philosophy
2002  208 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 36- 2

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 37- 9

Free Will

Graham McFee UNIVERSITY OF BRIGHTON

“Very clearly written, in a plain, accessible and attrac-
tive way and in a style and manner that is approach-
able and engaging. Students will gain a clear sense of 
a good and eff ective mode of philosophical discussion. 
It deserves to become a fi rmly established text for 
students of this topic.”  
 Nicholas Dent university of birmingham
2000  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 04- 1

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 05- 8

Ontology

Dale Jacquette UNIVERSITY OF BERN, SWITZERLAND

“A clear and powerful vision of ontology. Th e book is 
very well written, very well organized, its theses are 
clear and it is packed with interesting material.”  
 John Divers university of sheffield
2002  368 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 902683- 55- 3

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 902683- 56- 0

Universals

J. P. Moreland BIOLA  UNIVERSITY, USA

“A comprehensive treatment of the problem of univer-
sals from both a historical and present- day perspective, 
surveying all of the leading approaches and portraying 
their strengths and weaknesses in an even- handed 
way. Exposition and arguments are clear and succinct. 
A worthy contribution to the literature on this topic.”  
 E. J. Lowe university of durham
2001  192 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 22- 5

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 23- 2

Action

Rowland Stout UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN, IRELAND

“Stout writes clearly and energetically, his arguments 
are extremely lucid, and his examples engaging. He 
presents some of the most important topics related 
to action theory in a fair and accurate manner, and 
off ers a number of insightful discussions of the views of 
others. Its thoughtfulness and originality should spark 
new debates. Anybody interested in the philosophy of 
action and its explanation would do well to read this 
book.” tls
2005  172 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 97- 3

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 98- 0

Knowledge

Michael Welbourne UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL

“A very useful introduction and a valuable contribution 
to the literature on the nature of knowledge.”  
 James Logue university of oxford
2001  160 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 38- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 39- 3

Philosophy Now
21-volume set HB £750.00 978-1-84465-498-7
   PB £275.00 978-1-84465-499-4

A series of introductions to today's most read, 
discussed and important philosophers. Combining 
rigorous analysis with authoritative exposition, 
each book gives clear and comprehensive access 
to the ideas of those  philosophers who have made 
a truly fundamental and original contribution to 
the subject. Together the volumes comprise a 
remarkable gallery of thinkers who have been at 
the forefront of philosophical ideas. 

Donald Davidson

Marc Joseph MILLS COLLEGE, USA

“All of Davidson’s famous views are covered, his argu-
ments are explained, and standard objections consid-
ered. But what makes this book so good is Joseph’s abil-
ity to situate all this in a broader framework, whether 
it be Davidson’s systematic project in philosophy or 
contemporary debate in philosophy of language, action 
and mind.”  
 international journal of philosophical studies
2004  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 26- 3

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 27- 0

Peter Strawson

Cliff ord Brown RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, USA

Cliff ord Brown examines Strawson’s most 
important texts, focusing on the arguments and 
contributions to debates that have done most to 
establish Strawson’s formidable reputation. Each 
chapter provides clear exposition of a central 
work, close and detailed examination of its main 
arguments, and an exploration of the ways in 
which other philosophers have responded to 
Strawson’s initiatives.
2006  216 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 048- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 049- 1

W. V. Quine

Alex Orenstein GRADUATE CENTRE, CUNY, USA

“A valuable contribution to the literature, a book that 
will be useful to students, and helpful to their teachers 
too in providing a clear exposition of how the diff erent 
themes in Quine’s writings hang together, and in taking 
account of the development of his views, including the 
twists that emerged only in his last decade.”  
 philosophical quarterly
2002  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 30- 0

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 31- 7

CENTRAL PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHY / PHILOSOPHY NOW
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Hilary Putnam

Maximilian de Gaynesford UNIVERSITY OF READING

“Distinctive and original … a very useful account 
of the historical and philosophical context in which 
Putnam’s work developed. It is well- informed and 
elegantly written.”  
 Bob Hale university of sheffield
2006  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 040- 8

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 041- 5

John McDowell

Tim Thornton UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL LANCASHIRE

“Tim Th ornton has not only written a fi ne introduc-
tion to McDowell’s philosophy, but also made a valu-
able contribution to the professional literature.”  
 the philosophers’ magazine
2004  272 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 71- 3

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 72- 0 

David Armstrong

Stephen Mumford UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM

“A well- organized, lucid and accurate account of all 
the main aspects of Armstrong’s philosophy. A very 
good book.” Keith Campbell university of sydney
2007  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 099- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 100- 9

Nelson Goodman

Daniel Cohnitz UNIVERSITY OF TARTU, ESTONIA 
and Marcus Rossberg UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT, USA

“Engagingly written, the text succeeds at once as a 
highly readable introduction for the beginner and as a 
stimulating discussion for the initiated.”  
 Oliver R. Scholz university of muenster
2006  296 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 036- 1

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 037- 8 

Charles Taylor

Ruth Abbey UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME, USA

“A clear, reliable and up- to- date introduction to 
Charles Taylor’s philosophy.” radical philosophy
2000  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 06- 5

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 07- 2

Peter Winch

Colin Lyas LANCASTER UNIVERSITY

“Excellent. For those unacquainted with Winch my 
advice is simple: read Lyas so that you may see what 
you have been missing.” philosophy
1999 224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 01- 0

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 02- 7

David Lewis

Daniel Nolan UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM

“An excellent textbook for upper level classes on 
metaphysics or philosophy of mind … the book should 
also have value for professional philosophers because 
of how it draws out the connections between Lewis’s 
views … and the critical element of Nolan’s exposition 
should be helpful at points even to experts.” mind
2005  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 84465- 002- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 84465- 003- 3

Richard Rorty

Alan Malachowski STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY, 
SOUTH AFRICA

“A spirited and subtle overview of its subject … 
presenting excellent accounts of Rorty’s philosophical 
development, his vision of pragmatism, and his views 
on liberalism and contingency.” political studies
2002  224 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 12- 6

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 13- 3 

Robert Nozick

A. R. Lacey KING’S COLLEGE LONDON

“Lacey presents Nozick’s views lucidly, and ably assem-
bles the major critical engagements of his thought. 
Th e book succeeds gallantly in its objective of giving 
non- experts an introduction to Nozick’s body of work.”  
 political studies
2001  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 24- 9

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 25- 6

Bernard Williams 

Mark P. Jenkins UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, USA

“I can’t imagine a better guide than Mark Jenkins or 
a better map than this book. Th e overall account of 
Williams is measured, balanced, genuinely philosophi-
cal, and oft en quite compelling.”  
 Robert B. Pippin university of chicago
2006  256 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 95- 9

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 96- 6

Saul Kripke

G. W. Fitch ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY, USA

“Th e author knows the relevant works of Kripke and 
the post- Kripkean literature well, and is good at point-
ing out the errors in criticism of Kripke that are based 
on misunderstandings.”  
 John Burgess princeton university
2004  208 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 87- 4

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 88- 1

PHILOSOPHY NOW

John Rawls

Catherine Audard LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS

“Audard’s book off ers a concise reading of John Rawls’ 
political philosophy. It is all at once instructive, peda-
gogical, provocative, and well informed … it will play 
an important role in the future for Rawls scholarship 
and must be taken very seriously by all Rawlsian 
scholars.” ethics
2007  336 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 050- 7

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 051- 4

Wilfrid Sellars

Willem A. deVries UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, USA

“DeVries has done an extraordinarily good job of 
explaining this major thinker.” John McDowell tls

“Far and away the most accurate and accessible com-
mentary that we now have on Sellars.”  
 Ruth Millikan university of connecticut
2005  352 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 84465- 038- 5

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 84465- 039- 2

Michael Dummett

Bernhard Weiss UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

“Weiss provides an excellent and concise introduction 
to Dummett’s thought, and he does more: he provides 
those who already have a fair acquaintance with 
Dummett with a very useful and provocative overview, 
drawing together the complex strands.”  
 australasian journal of philosophy
2002  208 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 34- 8

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 35- 5

Thomas Kuhn

Alexander Bird UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL

“Superb … as a contribution to the subtleties of Kuhn-
ian issues it makes very substantial contributions.
As a straightforward introduction for serious beginners 
to Kuhn’s philosophy of science, Bird’s book is surely the 
best thing going.”  
 british journal of the philosophy of science
2000  320 pages HB £55.00 978- 1- 902683- 10- 2

   PB £18.99 978- 1- 902683- 11- 9

John Searle

Nick Fotion EMORY UNIVERSITY, USA

“A well- organized overview of Searle’s philosophi-
cal work at a level that is suitable for upper- division 
undergraduates or beginning graduate students. Th e 
greatest virtue of the book is its clarity and responsible 
presentation of the  material.”  
 Sean Kelly princeton university
2000  272 pages HB £50.00 978- 1- 902683- 08- 9

   PB £16.99 978- 1- 902683- 09- 6
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REFERENCE

The History of Western Philosophy of Religion

Edited by Graham Oppy MONASH UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

and Nick Trakakis AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

Th is major work of reference is an indispensable resource for anyone conducting research or teach-
ing in the philosophy of religion and related fi elds, such as theology, religious studies, the history 
of philosophy, and the history of ideas. An international team of over 100 leading scholars has been 
brought together to provide authoritative exposition of how history’s most important philosophical 
thinkers – from antiquity to the present day – have sought to analyse the concepts and tenets central to 
Western religious belief, especially Christianity. Divided, chronologically, into fi ve volumes, Th e History 
of Western Philosophy of Religion is designed to be accessible to a wide range of readers, from the scholar 
looking for original insight and the latest research fi ndings to the student wishing for a masterly encap-
sulation of a particular philosopher’s views. It will become the standard reference in the fi eld.
5-volume set HB £475.00 978- 1- 84465- 181- 8

2009  1716 pages

Volume 1 Ancient Philosophy of 
Religion 

Contents 1. Introduction, George Boys- Stones | 
2. Pythagoras, Constantinos Macris | 3. Xenophanes, 
James H. Lesher | 4. Socrates and Plato, Mark 
McPherran | 5. Aristotle, Sarah Broadie | 6. Epicurus, 
John Penwill | 7. Th e Stoics, Tad Brennan | 8. Cicero, 
Margaret Graver | 9. Philo of Alexandria, David 
T. Runia | 10. Th e Apostle Paul, Stanley K. Stowers 
| 11. Plutarch of Chaeroneia, John Dillon | 12. 
Sextus Empiricus, Richard Bett | 13. Early Christian 
Philosophers, Eric Osborn | 14. Origen, Jeff rey Hause 
| 15. Plotinus, Lloyd P. Gerson | 16. Porphyry and 
Iamblichus, Mark J. Edwards | 17. Th e Cappadocians, 
Anthony Meredith | 18. Augustine, Gareth B. 
Matthews | 19. Proclus, Dirk Baltzly | 20. Pseudo- 
Dionysius, Kevin Corrigan & Michael Harrington

Volume 2 Medieval Philosophy of 
Religion

“An excellent collection of essays, a worthy addition to 
the literature on philosophy of religion.”  
 Paul O’Grady trinity college dublin

Contents 1. Introduction, G. R. Evans | 2. Boethius, 
John Marenbon | 3. Johannes Scottus Eriugena, 
Dermot Moran | 4. Al- Farabi, Syed Nomanul Haq | 5. 
Avicenna, Jon McGinnis | 6. Anselm of Canterbury, 
Th omas Williams | 7. Al- Ghazali, Michael Marmura 
| 8. Peter Abelard, Constant J. Mews | 9. Bernard of 
Clairvaux, Brian Patrick McGuire | 10. Averroes, 
Gerhard Endress | 11. Moses Maimonides, Charles 
Manekin | 12. Roger Bacon, Jeremiah Hackett | 
13. Th omas Aquinas, John F. Wippel | 14. John Duns 
Scotus, Richard Cross | 15. William Ockham, Gyula 
Klima | 16. Gersonides, Tamar Rudavsky | 17. John 
Wyclif, Stephen E. Lahey | 18. Nicholas of Cusa, 
Jasper Hopkins | 19. Erasmus of Rotterdam, James 
McConica

Volume 3 Early Modern Philosophy of 
Religion

“Th e contributions in this volume are excellent: well- 
organized, clear, and substantive. It may well become 
the standard history of the philosophy of religion in the 
early modern period.”  
 A. P. Martinich university of texas, austin

Contents 1. Introduction, Peter Anstey | 2. Niccolò 
Machiavelli, Mary G. Dietz & Ilya Winham | 3. 
Martin Luther, Th eodor Dieter | 4. John Calvin, 
Michael Sudduth | 5. Michel de Montaigne, Marc 
Foglia | 6. Francisco Suárez, Bernardo J. Canteñs | 7. 
Th omas Hobbes, Sharon Lloyd | 8. René Descartes, 
Gary Steiner | 9. Ralph Cudworth, Benjamin Carter | 
10. Blaise Pascal, William David Wetsel | 11. Baruch 
Spinoza, Michael A. Rosenthal | 12. John Locke, 
Victor Nuovo | 13. Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Jack D. 
Davidson | 14. George Berkeley, Roomet Jakapi | 15. 
Voltaire, David Williams | 16. Th e Deists, Peter Byrne 
| 17. Jonathan Edwards, Sang Hyun Lee | 18. Th omas 
Reid, Ryan Nichols | 19. David Hume, Paul Draper 
| 20. Denis Diderot, David Adams | 21. Immanuel 
Kant, Eckart Förster | 22. Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, 
David Bell | 23. William Paley, Roger White

Volume 4 Nineteenth- Century 
Philosophy of Religion

“Clearly- written, lively and accessible, this volume is a 
vindication of the biographical approach to intellectual 
history and demonstrates why what was said or writ-
ten in the past is still resonant and argued about in the 
present.” David Knight university of durham

Contents 1. Introduction, Douglas Hedley & Chris 
Ryan | 2. Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Yolanda D. Estes 
| 3. Friedrich Schleiermacher, Th eodore Vial | 4. G. 
W. F. Hegel, Paul Redding | 5. Friedrich Schelling, 
Michael Vater | 6. Arthur Schopenhauer, Robert 
Wicks | 7. Auguste Comte, H. S. Jones | 8. John Henry 
Newman, Ian Ker | 9. Ralph Waldo Emerson, Russell 
Goodman | 10. Ludwig Feuerbach, Van A. Harvey 
| 11. John Stuart Mill, Chin Liew Ten | 12. Charles 
Darwin, Michael Ruse | 13. Søren Kierkegaard, 
William McDonald | 14. Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels, Roland Boer | 15. Wilhelm Dilthey, Rudolf 
A. Makkreel | 16. Edward Caird, Colin Tyler | 17. 
Charles S. Peirce, Douglas Anderson | 18. Friedrich 
Nietzsche, Clancy Martin | 19. Josiah Royce, Kelly A. 
Parker | 20. Sigmund Freud, Adolf Grünbaum | 21. 
Émile Durkheim, Philip A. Mellor

Volume 5 Twentieth- Century 
Philosophy of Religion

“Oppy and Trakakis are to be congratulated on this 
wonderfully useful volume. Students of the philosophy 
of religion will pass many an agreeable hour absorbing 
the lessons of a century’s contemplation from its rich 
and fascinating essays.” John Schellenberg 
 mount saint vincent university

“Vibrant, contentious and constructive, these essays 
powerfully demonstrate that the last century is by any 
standard a critical period for progress in the history of 
western philosophy of religion.”  
 Pamela Anderson university of oxford

Contents 1. Introduction, Charles Taliaferro 
| 2. William James, Richard M. Gale | 3. Henri 
Bergson, John Mullarkey | 4. John Dewey, Steven 
C. Rockefeller | 5. Alfred North Whitehead and 
Charles Hartshorne, Lewis S. Ford | 6. Bertrand 
Russell, A. C. Grayling | 7. Max Scheler, Quentin 
Smith | 8. Martin Buber, Tamra Wright | 9. Jacques 
Maritain, Peter A. Redpath | 10. Karl Jaspers, Kurt 
Salamun | 11. Paul Tillich, William L. Rowe | 12. Karl 
Barth, Paul Dafydd Jones | 13. Ludwig Wittgenstein, 
Genia Schoenbaumsfeld | 14. Martin Heidegger, 
Laurence Paul Hemming | 15. Emmanuel Levinas, 
Jeff rey L. Kosky | 16. Simone Weil, Stephen Plant 
| 17. A. J. Ayer, Graham Macdonald | 18. William 
P. Alston, Daniel Howard- Snyder | 19. John Hick, 
Paul Badham | 20. Mary Daly, Anne- Marie Korte | 
21. Jacques Derrida, Kevin Hart | 22. Alvin Plantinga, 
James F. Sennett | 23. Richard Swinburne, Bruce 
Langtry | 24. Late- Twentieth- Century Atheism, 
Graham Oppy & Nick Trakakis
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The History of Continental Philosophy

GENERAL EDITOR: Alan D. Schrift GRINNELL COLLEGE, USA

“A superb and absolutely unique project that will be an invaluable resource for students and teachers of continen-
tal philosophy. Th e academic rigor and quality of the project is truly exemplary and is unlike anything currently 
on the market. It will be a landmark publication that will provide the fi rst comprehensive history of continental 
philosophy in the English language (probably the fi rst in any language).”  
 Michael Naas depaul university, chicago

Beginning with Kant and the earliest responses to his critical philosophy and ending with the latest 
developments in continental thinking across a range of disciplines, these volumes present the fi rst coher-
ent and comprehensive history of the continental tradition of philosophy. Th e essays, all newly commis-
sioned, cover not only all the major philosophers and schools but also relevant thinkers and movements 
outside philosophy. Together, these volumes off er a unique resource for understanding the complex and 
interconnected history of continental philosophy.
8-volume set HB £595.00 978- 1- 84465- 219- 8

2010  3040 pages

Volume 1 Kant, Kantianism, and 
Idealism

Edited by Thomas Nenon UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS, USA

Contents Series Preface |  Introduction, Th omas 
Nenon | 1. Immanuel Kant’s turn to transcendental 
philosophy, Th omas Nenon | 2. Kant’s early critics: 
Jacobi, Reinhold, Maimon, Richard Fincham | 3. 
Johann Gottfried Herder, Sonia Sikka | 4. Play and 
irony: Schiller and Shlegel on the liberating prospects 
of aesthetics, Daniel Dahlstrom | 5. Fichte and Husserl: 
life-world, the Other, and philosophical refl ection, 
Robert R. Williams | 6. Schelling: philosopher of tragic 
dissonance, Joseph P. Lawrence | 7. Schopenhauer on 
empirical and aesthetic perception and cognition, 
Bart Vandenabeele | 8. G. W. F. Hegel, Terry Pinkard 
| 9. From Hegelian reason to Marxian revolution, 
1831–48, Lawrence S. Stepelevich | 10. Saint- Simon, 
Fourier, and Proudhon: “Utopian” French socialism, 
Diane Morgan

Volume 2 Nineteenth-century 
Philosophy

Edited by Alan D. Schrift GRINNELL COLLEGE, USA and 
Daniel Conway TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, USA

Contents Series Preface | Introduction, Daniel 
Conway | 1. Feuerbach and the Left  and Right 
Hegelians, William Clare Roberts | 2. Marx and 
Marxism, Terrell Carver | 3. Søren Kierkegaard, 
Alastair Hannay | 4. Dostoevsky and Russian 
philosophy, Evgenia Cherkasova | 5. Life aft er the 
death of God: thus spoke Nietzsche, Daniel Conway 
| 6. Hermeneutics: Schleiermacher and Dilthey, Eric 
Sean Nelson | 7. French spiritualist philosophy, F. C. T. 
Moore | 8. Th e emergence of sociology and its theories: 
from Comte to Weber, Alan Sica | 9. Developments 
in philosophy of science and mathematics, Dale 
Jacquette | 10. Peirce: pragmatism and nature aft er 
Hegel, Douglas R. Anderson | 12. Aesthetics and the 
philosophy of art, Gary Shapiro

Volume 3 The New Century

Edited by Keith Ansell-Pearson UNIVERSITY OF 
 WARWICK and Alan D. Schrift GRINNELL COLLEGE, USA

Contents Series Preface | Introduction, Keith 
Ansell-Pearson | 1. Henri Bergson, John Mullarkey | 2. 
Neo- Kantianism in Germany and France, Sebastian 
Luft  & Fabien Capeillères | 3. Th e emergence of French 
sociology: Émile Durkheim and Marcel Mauss, Mike 
Gane | 4. Analytic and continental traditions: Frege, 
Husserl, Carnap, and Heidegger, Michael Friedman & 
Th omas Ryckman | 5. Edmund Husserl, Th omas Nenon 
| 6. Max Scheler, Dan Zahavi | 7. Th e early Heidegger, 
Miguel de Beistegui | 8. Karl Jaspers, Leonard H. Ehrlich 
| 9. Phenomenology at home and abroad, Diane 
Perpich | 10. Early continental philosophy of science, 

Babette Babich | 11. Ludwig Wittgenstein, John Fennell 
& Bob Plant | 12. Freud and continental philosophy, 
Adrian Johnston | 13. Responses to evolution: Spencer’s 
evolutionism, Bergsonism, and contemporary biology, 
Keith Ansell-Pearson, Paul- Antoine Miquel, & Michael 
Vaughan

Volume 4 Phenomenology

Edited by Leonard Lawlor PENN STATE UNIVERSITY, USA

Contents Series Preface | Introduction, Leonard 
Lawlor | 1. Dialectic, diff erence and the Other: the 
Hegelianizing of French phenomenology, John Russon 
| 2. Existentialism, S. K. Keltner & Samuel J. Julian | 
3. Sartre and phenomenology, William L. McBride 
| 4. Continental aesthetics: phenomenology and 
antiphenomenology, Galen A. Johnson | 5. Merleau- 
Ponty at the limits of phenomenology, Mauro Carbone 
| 6. Th e hermeneutic transformation of phenomenol-
ogy, Daniel L. Tate | 7. Th e later Heidegger, Dennis J. 
Schmidt | 8. Existential theology, Andreas Grossmann 
| 9. Religion and ethics, Felix Ó Murchadha | 10. Th e 
philosophy of the concept, Pierre Cassou- Noguès | 11. 
Analytic philosophy and continental philosophy: four 
confrontations, Dermot Moran

Volume 5 Critical Theory to 
Structuralism

Edited by David Ingram LOYOLA UNIVERSITY, USA

Contents Series Preface | Introduction, David 
Ingram | 1. Carl Schmitt and early Western Marxism, 
Christopher Th ornhill | 2. Th e origins and development 
of the model of early critical theory in the work of Max 
Horkheimer, Erich Fromm, and Herbert Marcuse, 
John Abromeit | 3. Th eodor W. Adorno, Deborah Cook 
| 4. Walter Benjamin, James McFarland | 5. Hannah 
Arendt: rethinking the political, Peg Birmingham | 
6. Georges Bataille, Peter Tracey Connor | 7. French 
Marxism in its heyday, William L. McBride | 8. Black 
existentialism, Lewis R. Gordon | 9. Ferdinand de 
Saussure and linguistic structuralism, Th omas F. 
Broden | 10. Claude Lévi- Strauss, Brian C. J. Singer | 11. 
Jacques Lacan, Ed Pluth | 12. Late pragmatism, logical 
positivism, and their aft ermath, David Ingram

Volume 6 Poststructuralism and 
Critical Theory’s Second Generation

Edited by Alan D. Schrift GRINNELL COLLEGE, USA

Contents Series Preface | Introduction, Alan D. 
Schrift  | 1. French Nietzscheanism, Alan D. Schrift  | 2. 
Louis Althusser, Warren Montag | 3. Michel Foucault, 
Timothy O’Leary | 4. Gilles Deleuze, Daniel W. Smith 
| 5. Jacques Derrida, Samir Haddad | 6. Jean- François 
Lyotard, James Williams | 7. Pierre Bourdieu and the 
practice of philosophy, Derek Robbins | 8. Michel 
Serres, David F. Bell | 9. Jürgen Habermas, Christopher 

F. Zurn | 10. Second generation critical theory, James 
Swindal | 11. Gadamer, Ricoeur, and the legacy of 
phenomenology, Wayne J. Froman | 12. Th e linguistic 
turn in continental philosophy, Claire Colebrook | 
13. Psychoanalysis and desire, Rosi Braidotti & Alan 
D. Schrift  | 14. Luce Irigaray, Mary Beth Mader | 
15. Cixous, Kristeva, and Le Doeuff : three “French 
feminists”, Sara Heinämaa | 16. Deconstruction and 
the Yale School of literary theory, Jeff rey T. Nealon | 17. 
Rorty among the continentals, David R. Hiley

Volume 7 After Poststructuralism

Edited by Rosi Braidotti UTRECHT UNIVERSITY, 
THE NETHERLANDS

Contents Series Preface | Introduction, Rosi Braidotti 
| 1. Postmodernism, Simon Malpas | 2. German philos-
ophy aft er 1980: themes out of school, Dieter Th omä | 
3. Th e structuralist legacy, Patrice Maniglier | 4. Italian 
Philosophy between 1980 and 1995, Silvia Benso & 
Brian Schroeder | 5. Continental philosophy in the 
Czech Republic, Josef Fulka, Jr. | 6. Th ird generation 
critical theory: Benhabib, Fraser, and Honneth, Amy 
Allen | 7. French and Italian Spinozism, Simon Duff y | 
8. Radical Democracy, Lasse Th omassen | 9. Cultural 
and postcolonial studies, Iain Chambers | 10. Th e 
“ethical turn” in continental philosophy in the 1980s, 
Robert Eaglestone | 11. Feminist philosophy: coming 
of age, Rosi Braidotti | 12. Continental philosophy of 
religion, Bruce Ellis Benson | 13. Th e performative turn 
and the emergence of post- analytic philosophy, José 
Medina | 14. Out of bounds: philosophy in an age of 
transition, Judith Butler & Rosi Braidotti

Volume 8 Emerging Trends in 
Continental Philosophy

Edited by Todd May CLEMSON UNIVERSITY, USA

Contents Series Preface | Introduction, Todd May 
| 1. Re thinking gender: Judith Butler and feminist 
philosophy, Gayle Salamon | 2. Recent developments 
in aesthetics: Badiou, Rancière, and their interlocu-
tors, Gabriel Rockhill | 3. Rethinking Marxism, Emily 
Zakin | 4. Th inking the event: Alain Badiou’s philoso-
phy and the task of critical theory, Bruno Bosteels | 5. 
Rethinking Anglo- American philosophy: the neo- 
Kantianism of Davidson, McDowell, and Brandom, 
John Fennell | 6. Rethinking science as science studies: 
Latour, Stengers, Prigogine, Dorothea Olkowski | 7. 
European citizenship: a postnationalist perspective, 
Rosi Braidotti | 8. Postcolonialism, postorientalism, 
postoccidentalism: the past that never went away 
and the future that never arrived, Eduardo Mendieta 
| 9. Continental philosophy and the environment, 
Jonathan Maskit | 10. Rethinking the new world order: 
responses to globalization/American hegemony, Todd 
May
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